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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 

I love Advent.  It is a new love of mine. 

When I was a kid, I looked forward to Christmas.  I loved Christmas 
and the vacation from school.  That couple of weeks seemed to last 
forever.  That changed with adulthood.  Who knew how complicated 
holidays could be with a husband, children and extended families.  
No matter what we did, it just didn’t seem enough. 

For 25 years, the holidays became a frenzy of activity and a season I dreaded.  A 
marathon.  With each year the complexity grew, and joy turned to obligation.  I 
looked longingly toward January as we celebrated birthdays, watched concerts and 
programs, attended school parties and tried to accomplish everything parents 
should do.  But were not only parents, we were children, siblings, aunts, uncles 
and friends.  Others expected our presence and presents. 

Advent...that sounded nice, but who had time for that?  Jesus and God would get 
pushed into the background until Christmas Eve.  I would sense I’d missed out on 
something once again. 

Then four years ago, I received an unexpected gift. 

I received the gift of time and space.  I’d been very busy in October and 
November, away from home quite a bit.  When Thanksgiving passed, I realized 
that I had nothing…nothing on my calendar.  How did that happen?  Well, Mark, 
our youngest, had gone off to college.  For the first time in 25 years, Steve and I 
had no children at home. 

My calendar was clear.  And I selfishly kept it that way.  I took advantage of time 
and space.  And I needed it. 

I wandered and explored the world around me and I wandered and explored the 
Word.  Time changed.  Instead of needing to accomplish things and to make things 
happen, I was able to wait.  To wander, explore and live in God’s time, not my 
time.  In God’s time there is space to see, to listen, to hear, to feel…to enter and 
really experience each moment. 

Advent invites us into a different story of time and history than we are used to.  
Our American version of Christmas time is a frenzy of shopping, events and parties 
where we attempt to write our perfect history in the blissful memories of a perfect 
day. 

Advent calls us to wake up and be conscious of what is really going on as we ready 
ourselves for Christmas.  Because Christmas is just the beginning.  It is the day 
that the Word became flesh.  It is the day our purpose is set in motion.    

Advent gives the gift of attentiveness.  Advent allows space to see the world, the 
despair and the brokenness.  And Advent allow us to see hope.  Advent points us 
to life; to God’s dream for us and for all of creation. 

It is easy to get lost in the frenzy, to frantically cover up imperfection…for a short 
time.  But we don’t live life for a single day.  Life needs us to live every day.  God 
needs us to live attentively every day.  Advent reminds me of this. 

Karen Fisher 



 

United Methodist Women  
The UMW will meet on  Wednesday Dec.12   
At 10AM The group will be taking 
poinsettias to friends of the church after 
the meeting.  
 

Sunday School:  

A new adult Sunday School Class starts  
Sunday, December 2 at 9AM.  It is a study 
by Adam Hamilton.  Title is "CREED - What 
Christians Believe and Why - Exploring the 
Apostles' Creed."  Everyone is invited. 
 

Choir Practice:   
Every Wednesday afternoon at 
4:30PM you can participate in 
learning beautiful music.  Contact 
Helen Closson if you would like to be 
part of the choir or just show up.   
 
 

We Make the Road by Walking  
This book study will be begin on 
December 4 at 1PM in the fellowship 
hall.  You may contact Karen if you 
need a book 
 

Hanging of the Greens:  

Dec. 2rd is the hanging of the greens and 
we will be having Harvest Dinner Soup with 
bread for social hour and some cookies 
too.  The event will take place after church 
and the theme this is will be “STARS”  so if 
you have any starts  you can loan the 
church it will be appreciated.  
 

Christmas Eve Service:   

This year’s Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service will be December 24th at 

7:00pm.  The service will include 

lighting of the Advent Wreath and the 

traditional singing of Silent Night.  

 

Ready to Help This Holiday 

Season?  

Manger Mall, Bell Ringers, and the 

Messiah Concert are on the 

Community wide events docket. Sign 

up sheets are in the Narthex, Please 

sign up to help.  
 

Salvation Army Bell ringing: 
Each year volunteers from the Church 
help with the Salvation Army Bell 
ringing. This year we will be helping on  
Friday, Dec. 14. If you can help please 
let the church know. We will be at the 
Chelan Safeway store 
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The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word 
adventus meaning “coming” or “visit," begins four Sundays 
before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Advent is the 
beginning of the liturgical year for Christians. During Advent, 
we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We 
remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own 
longing for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new 
beginning. Even as we look back and celebrate the birth of 
Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward 
anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of 
all that was promised by his first coming.                                
 

Advent, which marks the beginning of the liturgical year, is 
part of the cycle of seasons that includes Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany, all related in some fashion to the coming of 
Jesus. That cycle is followed by Lent, Holy Week, Easter, 
and the long Pentecost season. Advent began in France in 
the fourth century. In various times and locations of the 
church, it has been observed for three, four, and six weeks 
leading to Christmas. Some churches today are 
experimenting with incorporating Advent themes and 
symbols in worship during the weeks prior to the actual 
start of Advent in the hope that they can avoid the conflict 
of Advent versus Christmas observance during the 
immediate weeks prior to Christmas.                                 
 

The color for Advent has traditionally been purple. Some 
churches have adopted blue for Advent. In practice, 

however, as churches increasingly incorporate the 
symbols and decorations of Christmas during Advent, 
more and more we see red, green, and gold 
appearing. The United Methodist Book of Worship 
upholds the traditional color of purple for Advent, 
signifying penitence and royalty, but also allows blue, 
the color of hope. Advent is a season rich in tradition, 
symbolism, art, music, and liturgical practice. It has its 
own unique themes as well as those that point the 
way to Christmas. And yet, we annually confront the 
pressures and questions of "Why can't we put up the 

 Christmas Services 

What is Advent?  
Article by Dean McIntyre 

December 18, 2018 – Blue Christmas 

Service for the Community @ 5:30 pm 

Christmas can be a sad time of the year for many.  
Acknowledging pain through song, ritual and liturgy can be 
a helpful way to deal with loss and pain.  We host this 
service for all who are dealing with loss, pain and 
darkness.  May all find peace and hope during this Blue 
Christmas service. 

December 24, 2018 –  

Christmas Eve  Candle Light Service @ 7:00 pm 

Continued on page 4 



 

For Health and healing: 
  

Our United States of America 
 

For travelers: guidance & safe travel 
 

For all those unable to be with us in worship 

  

Al others that we name in our hearts! 

 

If you have a prayer request please contact 
the church office.    
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Lectionary Scriptures  
for each Sunday of Advent. 

 UMCOR  
The Gift that Keeps on Giving 

     HARVEST DINNER  & COUNTRY 
STORE    

The annual Harvest and Country Store  was a 
very successful 
community event. 
113 people enjoy the 
meal prepared by out 
great UM chef's.   
A special thank you 
to Chair Susan 
Mckinnon,  Kathy 
Seureau and Wayne Closson. Julie Lovejoy, 
plus all the others who helped. Prepare and 
serve the meal. 
Total income from the project was $1305. 
Expenses were $306. for a profit of $1299.00.  

Gift Idea--After the start of World War 
II,  Methodists in the United States formed what is 
today called United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

 Through this organization UMs distribute goods 
and services without the objective of converting 
others to Christianity or to Methodism. God's grace 
is offered without strings attached. One hundred 
percent of monies donated to UMCOR are used for 
the project you choose.  

Please think about giving to UMCOR this holiday 
season. If you don't make a designation your gift 
will go where it is most needed! 

By Ruth Hendricks  

Manger Mall Toy Drive 

Chelan Valley Hope’s Manger Mall is looking for 
homemade items, toys, and other appropriate 

gifts for children.  

Please drop off your donations at the Chelan 
Chamber by noon on Thursday December 7. 

Last year over 1200 children received gifts from 
this great community project.  

Prayers for Healing and Recovery: 

Jack, Hazel & family, Roberta, Sylvia, Julie 

Continuing  Prayers for:   Kevin, Linda, Dora 
and Joe & John 

Prayers for families who have lost love ones 

The family of Bill Parker 

Teresa as she mourns the death of her son 

The Kelly Family as they mourn Stacey  

Prayers for: 

Susan’s niece as she was impacted by the Alaska 
earthquake 

Vicki & John’s cousin Bud as he returns home. 

Our country in its divisiveness; 
Those with drug problems & its impact on lives  

All recovering from Hurricanes, typhoons, 
earthquakes & tsunamis and fires,  

 

For travelers: guidance & safe travel 

For all those unable to be with us in worship  

Al others that we name in our hearts! 

 

December 2, 2018 –       1st Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16            1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Psalm 25:1-10             Luke 21:25-36 

December 9, 2018 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4            Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 1:68-79            Luke 3:1-6 
  

December 16, 2018 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20           Philippians 4:4-7 
Isaiah 12:2-6            Luke 3:7-18 

December 23, 2018 – 4th Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a          Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:47-55          Luke 1:39-45 



 

What is Advent  
Continued from page 2 
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Christmas tree in the sanctuary on the first Sunday 
of Advent?" and "Why can't we sing Christmas 
carols in early December?" The answer, of course, 
is that doing so allows Christmas to intrude. It 
allows the themes, practices, spirituality, history, 
traditions, symbols, art, and music of one season 
to displace those of another. We lose the richness 
and the benefit of experiencing the promise, 
longing, hope, and expectation of Advent. 
  

The world, television, and shopping malls have 
done all they can to convince us that Advent does 
not matter it has no place in our culture and many 
of us have come to accept that for our church, as 
well. Our faith teaches us something very 
different.  
Article from UMC.org Our Beliefs, found at: https:// 
www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/
understandingcompleted phase one and two of 
advent 

November 4, 2018   Notes 

Our Story – Who are we? 
 We are inclusive – open to all 
 Women – outliving the men 
 Allow everyone to make their own choices as 

they journey – Biblical, theology, cultural, 
etc. 

 We journey together regardless of 
differences 

 We are the only choice for an open church 
  Fully open? 

  How do we show this? 
 The main thing is we need to be here! 
 

Our hope has been on creating the next 
generation 
 Local economics (job market) impacts this 
 Young people leave home & move away for 

jobs and move back when they can afford 
too 

 There are more choices for your time than 
just church on Sunday 

 

What are the ways to be church and when do 
we need to be church? 
 For those who are recovering from church? 
 For those who are tired? 
 For those who need us…and this open 

church space. 
 

What is your church about? 

 This building is beautiful AND intimidating 
 There are folks who don’t know about 

this church 
 There are those who don’t know who is 

in this building 
 There are those who don’t know what 

goes on in this building 
We all use the back-alley entrance 

 
Who would miss us if we weren’t here? 
 Go out, look with different eyes at your 

building. 
 Look with different eyes at your 

community…and its people  
 Who needs us? 

Lake Chelan UMC – Conversation with 
Mary Huycke 

Lay Minister Report 

By Karen Fisher, Lay Minister 

On the first Sunday in November, District Superin-
tendent Mary Huycke joined us for worship and fel-
lowship.  We spent about an hour with Mary in con-
versation. 
 

Lake Chelan UMC is an organization of people.  Or-
ganizations and their people can forget their identi-
ty, culture and basically their story.  Even though we 
are a small church, we still need to actively partici-
pate and engage in the story of our future, whatever 
that might be.  During our conversation, we talked 
about and in some cases learned the story of this 
space and its people, past and present.  We learned 
Lake Chelan UMC is a sacred, holy space.  It is both 
physical and spiritual space; both building and peo-
ple; set in concrete yet flexible, visionary and mis-
sional.  It is still a space to gather and a place to 
grow in faith. 
 

Our next step?  Thinking about our story; what it 
will be; who we will be and what we will invite and 
create.  Mary posed questions for us to consider.  
We were invited to look at ourselves and our com-
munity from a different perspective; with different 
eyes, ears and hearts. 
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  SPRC-Barb Polley chair 

The SPRC committee met on November 
13th.  Pastor Karen shared that she is working to 
finish up her certification to be a Certified Lay 
Minister (CLM) and will finish that in the months 
to come.   

At Charge Conference, the Pastor's salary for 
2019 was set at $21,100, with $1,500 for 
professional expenses.  All other Conference 
requirements were met by LCUMC.  Some time 
was spent discussing our communications.   

The Weekly update is going well and the Dec./
Jan newsletters will be online, paper copies in 
the Narthex and mailed out to seniors at home or 
at Heritage Heights.  

We shared with Pastor Karen our traditions 
around the Advent and Christmas seasons for 
worship and fellowship.  

Trustees-Dan Smith Chair 

Bill and Cal removed three overgrown thorn 
bushes from the front lawn and one wildly 
growing dogwood by the Pastor's west door.   
All were high maintenance shrubs.    Completed 
the annual fire extinguisher maintenance 
inspections.   All is in good order.    Completed 
the blowout of the irrigation system.  Serviced 
the two locked door alarms in the Teen Center 
area. 

Teen Center Update: 
The primary supervisors are doing a fabulous 
job with the put-away and clean-up routine this 
year.  The meals also seem to be quite varied 
and nutritious, by the look of what’s stored in 
the freezer and refrigerator! 
 
UMW Ruth Hendrix 
UMW-Chelan United Methodist Women have a 
tradition of giving poinsettia plants to some of 
their friends. This year we will do it again after 
the Dec. 12th meeting.   

The November meeting highlighted the World 
Day of Prayer.  Jo Miller led the program and an 
offering was received.  

Eleven Operation Christmas Child boxes were 
delivered to East Wenatchee. Thank you to 
those who helped with cash or items. If you 
want to get an early start for 2019,  much 
appreciated items are:  crayons, scissors, bath 
soap and toothbrushes.  

 ADMIN REPORT 

STARS  

LCUMC Finance Report  2018 
October January -October 

Income     
Pledges  /Tithes      3,960.00  47199.35 
Plate /Offerings        732.00  9829 
Mission Offerings         247.73  1900.28 
Fund Raisers          25.00  1612.11 
Other Income        860.00  4388.86 
In-kind Donation   66.78 
Expense Reimbursements   15300.5 

Total Income    5,824.73  80296.88 

Expenses     
Building Insurance   8561.52 
Maintenance/Utilities        686.56  9626.81 
Office Expense/internet        220.80  2529.2 
Professional Fees/Acct.        150.00  1200 
Total Program         294.00  2577.18 
Music Contract        400.00  4236.65 
Staff Expense other staff        300.00  4589.75 
Staff Expense Pastor *      1,569.24  23807.74 
Pastor/ Housing/Pension   14380.11 
Payroll Tax        636.36  2924.18 

unapplied cash bill payment exp.    (1,067.49) 832.67 
Total Expenses        3,189.47  75265.81 
Difference Income/
Expenses    2,635.26  5031.07 

STARS-since the sanctuary window theme this 
year is stars,  here are some facts. A star with 
6 points stands for God. Each point reminds 
us of God's nature-power,  wisdom,  majes-
ty,  love,  mercy and justice.  
 

The holy spirit star has 7 points. They stand 
for power,  riches,  wisdom,  strength,  hon-
or,  glory and  blessing.  A 12 pointed star 
can represent the 12 tribes of Israel or the 12 
apostles.  The star is also a symbol of Epipha-
ny because Epiphany is a great missionary 
season. 



 

 . 
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 THOUGHTS ABOUT STEWARDSHIP   
By Susan McKinnon     

          
Stewardship is not a topic that pastors like to present in a message, and finding church members to take on a 
Stewardship Drive is a daunting task.  But, with the church financial committee needing to have an idea of 
what the church income will be so we can create a viable budget for the year, Stewardship is still a necessary 
topic.  So, as your Treasurer, I'll put forth some thoughts about Stewardship with hopes that they are inspir-
ing and not offensive. 
 
STEWARDSHIP: “The careful, responsible management of something entrusted to our care.” 
 
As our lives have unfolded we've recognized and developed our skills and abilities. Our interests coincided 
with those skills and abilities.  Perhaps it was sports, music, cooking, hobbies, or travel. Whatever our pas-
sion, we poured out hearts into finding the financial means to pursue our interests. 
 
What we may have forgotten is that those skills and abilities came about through the talents God gave us 
and they enabled us to find work to earn the money to support our interests.   In Matthew 6:21 we read – 
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.  Perhaps it would be better to read, “where your heart 
is, there your treasure will be also”. 
 
Today, we're here in church because our heart tells us church is a major interest in our life.  Gathering in 
God's name reminds us of the relationship God establishes with each one of us.  A good steward supports the 
church with one's time, talents, and treasure.  So as we look forward into the new year, search your heart 
and make a steadfast commitment to support our United Methodist Church.   
 

       One of my favorite offering hymns is: “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   
       and I'd like us to consider the words: 

           We give Thee but Thine own,   What-e'er the gift may be; 
           All that we have is Thine alone,   A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

December 2018  January 2019 Worship Teams 

Date Greeters Usher Capt.  Fellowship  Liturgist 

December  2 Cal & Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn Cal & Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn 

December  9 Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley Erleyne Jackson  Kathy Seureau & Ruth Hendrix Barb Polley 

December  16 Susan McKinnon Susan McKinnon Barb Polley & Char Garton Susan McKinnon 

December  23 Dan Smith & John Olson John Olson Vicki Carr Kathy Seureau 

December  30 Wayne Closson & Steve Easley Steve Easley Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley Wayne Closson 

January 6 Bill  Renn & Dan Smith Bill Renn Linda Renn Barb Polley 

January 13 Vicki Carr Vicki Carr Susan McKinnon Vicki Carr 

January 20 Barb Polley & Char Garton Barb Polley Kathy Seureau & Ruth Hendrix Helen Closson 

January 27 Kathy Seureau & Ruth Hendrix Kathy Seureau Barb Polley & Char Garton Kathy Seureau  

Worship responsibilities are established by the Worship Committee on a quarterly basis. The list is kept in the Narthex. If you cannot  help on the Sunday 
you have been listed , please find your own replacement and make the change on the Narthex list.  Thank you! 
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Hanging of the Greens 
and Soup Potluck Dec 2  

  

Lake Chelan UMC 

 December 24  at 7:00 PM   

Weekly Meetings   

Monday-Friday Living Sober 6:30 AM 

Monday ACOA 3:30 PM 

Monday Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Monday AA 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Al-Anon 12:00PM 

Tuesday & Thursday NA   7:00 PM 

Wednesday Mom’s & Babies 9:30 Am –11AM 

Wednesday Choir 4:30 PM 

Thursday TOPS 4:30 PM 

Friday Community Kitchen 12:00PM -1:30PM 

Friday & Saturday Teen Center  6PM-11PM 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY'S  

10 Gilberto Castrejon Ruelas 

10 Sharon Lukacs 

17 Patty Risley 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

01 Mary Ann Warren 

08 Jaid Tilbury Schmidt 

28 Chuck Podlich 

12/1/18 World AIDS Day   

12/2/18 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/7/18 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

12/9/18 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/11/18 SPRC 9:00 AM 

12/12/18 UMW 10:00 AM 

12/14/18 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

12/14 UMC Bell Ringing/Safeway All day 

12/16/18 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/19/18 Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00-6:00 PM 

12/19/18 Trustees 3:30 PM 

12/21/18 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

12/23/18 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/24/18 Christmas Eve   

12/25/18 Christmas Day   

12/28/18 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

12/30/18 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/31/18 AA Potluck ends at midnight 

  January 2019   

1/1/19 New Years Day   

1/4/19 Community Kitchen 12-1:30PM 

1/6/19 Epiphany Sunday 10:00 AM 

1/8/19 SPRC 9:00AM 

1/9/19 UMW 10:00AM 

1/11/19 Community Kitchen 12-1:30PM 

1/13/19 Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 

1/16/19 Trustees 3:30 AM 

1/16/19 Admin 6:30PM 

1/18/19 Community Kitchen 12-1:30PM 

1/20/19 Human Relations Day Sunday 10:00AM 

1/25/19 Community Kitchen 12-1:30PM 

1/27/19  Sunday Worship 10:00AM 



 

LCUMC Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service                    10 AM 

Fellowship                            11 AM 

Office Hours: 

Pastor: Tuesday and Wednesday 

Secretary: Wednesday  9AM to Noon 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   

Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 

(Conner of Johnson and Emerson) 

PHONE 

509-682-2241  

 E-mail:   lakechelanumc@nwi.net 

STAFF: 

Lay Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 

Email: pastorlcumc@nwi.net 

 

Secretary: Julie Brown 

509-682-2241 

E-mail: lakechelanumc@nwi.net 
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher 

“Celebrating 128 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 

@ 

Lake Chelan United Methodist 
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