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Is Christ Alive in Our Lives: An Easter Reflection
Deborah J. Thompson
During a recent discussion with a friend, she articulated her feelings about Christianity by
making the statement, "I am more of a "God" person--not really a "Jesus" person." She went
on to relate that she identified more with God than with Christ, even though she still considered herself a Christian.
Sadly, I knew exactly what she meant. I thought of the numerous times in the past where I
have felt uncomfortable upon hearing someone exclaim, "Praise Jesus!" Or when I witnessed someone praying out loud, "Help me, Jesus." And I have to ask myself: why should
their obviously-close relationship with Christ create an awkward situation for me? Shouldn't
praying to Jesus be just as natural as praying to God?
I have often been guilty of falling back on God rather than referring to an active, living relationship with Christ. This conversation with my friend got me to thinking—have we become
so "politically correct" that even amongst ourselves as Christians, we find it is easier to talk
about "God" rather than "Jesus"?
And as we approach Easter—the central foundation of our Christian faith... the day that
Christ rose from the dead... the day that we celebrate the LIVING Christ—shouldn't it be a
day that we confirm Christ living in US? On this Holy Day, I think it is important to ask ourselves, "Are we keeping Christ alive in our lives?"
"My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I am not one of those who treats Christ's death as meaningless…" ~ Galatians
2:20-21
I reviewed the following definitions of "Alive"...
*alert and animated,
*having interest and meaning,
*to be aware of and interested in,
*prevalent and very active,
*continuing to be supported or in use
...and I wondered if I could use them to describe my relationship with Christ. Is our connection, "alert, animated, prevalent, meaningful, active, in use?" Or is what I experience with
Christ different—even something less than that? Why?
What does Christ's Life, Death, and Resurrection really mean to our daily lives?
If we experience the Risen Christ, can we actually go on with our lives as if things are the
same as before? Were our old selves truly "crucified with Christ"? And why has the phrase,
"born again" become symbolic with fundamentalism? Aren't all Christians "born again"?
Would we describe ourselves in this way, or perhaps more significantly—why don't we?
The words to this song by the popular Atlanta Christian group Third Day speak poetically of
this very transformation:
"Well today I found myself, after searching for all these years. And the man that I saw, wasn't
at all who I thought he'd be.
I was lost when you found me here. I was broken beyond repair. Then you came along and
you sang a song over me.
It feels like I'm born again. It feels like I'm living. For the very first time, I'm living for the first
time.
It feels like I'm breathing. It feels like I'm moving. For the very first time; I'm living for the first
time, in my life."
Now that is what I call having "interest and meaning, being active and alive" in Christ. And
perhaps that is the key—to harken back to our baptism and to be "Born Again." Maybe that
Continued on Page 4
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United Methodist Women
The UMW will be meeting March 14 at
10AM Jim Baum will present a program
on how women have been instrumental
in creating church music and hymns.
United Methodist Men
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at
7AM at the Vogue. Come for coffee,
fellowship and new insights on a variety
of topics. All are welcome
Choir Practice:
Every Wednesday afternoon at 4:30PM
you can participate in learning beautiful
music. Contact Helen Closson if you
would like to be part of the choir or just
show up.
Adult Sunday School:
Join the Adult Sunday school at 9:30
AM every Sunday in the fellowship hall.

Emergency Care Packages Needed
By Pastor Cindy

There have been a number of people in need of
Travel Assistance including overnight housing,
bus tickets, and basic food assistance. When
Chelan Valley Hope and the Food Bank are not
open, we seem to be the place to come. Partly
that is because we are across from the Sheriff’s
office. It might be worth our while to have a
limited supply of “Care Packages” for people
caught in town overnight.
To create these “Care Package”, we will need;
food items with long shelf-lives and individual
servings; Individual hygiene items such as
deodorant, toothpaste and brush, combs, hair
brush, shampoo and soap. If you have a
reusable grocery bag that is extra we are
looking to store some of those too to give out as
needed. Pilgrim’s Booklets will be available at
the churches as soon as they are finished.
Contact Pastor Cindy of you have items to
donate or wish to help with the project.
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Senior Living Initiative—
A letter went out to the steering
committee. LCUMC will set up a
committee to meet with them. Names
suggested/volunteered: Dan Smith and
Barb Polly. Names thought about, but
have yet to ask: Tom Warren, John
Olson, and Sharon Podlich. The Pastor
will serve in an ex-officio capacity, and
any other volunteers would be welcome.
Organ Tuning Update.
The Trustees are still working on finding
someone and funds to pay for the
Organ tuning. If you can help let Dan
Smith know.
Community Kitchen
The Community Kitchen Lunch has
added Sandwiches to its menu. If you
have not been to a Friday Soup Kitchen
you have missed SOMETHING. It is
never the same people, but it is always
interesting and some good conversation
and lots of fun. Come on down! Friday’s
at 12-1:30.

Easter Week Calendar
GOOD FRIDAY March 30
Pizza and the movie Godspell
5:30 PM Fellowship Hall
SUNSET SERVICE

7:30pm LCUMC March 30

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
6:30am Scout Hill, Manson

EASTER SUNRISE BREAKFAST
7:15-8:45 Manson UMC

Manson UMC Easter Worship
8:45 AM
Lake Chelan UMC Easter Worship
11:00 AM
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ADMIN REPORT

SPRC-Barb Polley chair
SPRC met on Tuesday February 13th. On Sunday the
District Superintendent shared that the Manson
Church was considering going to a less than half time
appointment. This decision impacts the Chelan Church
also. We would like to present the recommendation
to stay at half time and no longer peruse a two-point
charge.

Trustees-Dan Smith, chair
Other than snow blowing and keeping the side walks
and parking lot cleared of snow, the trustees
performed no serious repairs. A quiet 30 days.
United Methodist Women, Ruth Hendrix, Chair
The February program focused on the Charter for
Racial Justice. Some of the hardships and
accomplishments of black women and men pioneers
in the northwest were shared. The importance of the
Black College Fund apportionment was mentioned.
The program for March will be presented by Jim
Baum.

Finance-Susan McKinnon, chair

working with August Edge. They are currently
reconciling the books, and will begin churning out
regular reports. A budget should be in place and
everything on track to run smoothly by the March
Admin meeting.

Pastor’s Report:
I am very, very, VERY grateful to Susan Mckinnon
for taking on the position of Church Treasurer. The
dynamic duo of Susan and Barb Polley working with
our new accountant has added a strong measure of
fiscal responsibility to the Lake Chelan United
Methodist Church.
I am extremely grateful, and so is Jake Meyer, for
the LCUMC supporting Jake’s stay in the Parsonage
as he transitioned from Central Washington
University to the work force that happened to be
Chelan Valley Winery. Jake will be moving to
Juneau, AK to do seasonal work guiding for the
cruise ships with a local guide service, Gastineau
Guiding.
1 and 1/3 years into Halftime appointments for
Lake Chelan and Manson UMC’s as a ministry
complement to make a fulltime appointment, I
would say that there have been some successes
and some challenges, and there are changes still
coming as both churches critique their current
ministry. settings, and how the fulltime
appointment may be affected.

Susan and Barb are really happy with LCUMC now

Special Ad Board Meeting
The Ad Board meet after church on Sunday March 4
to reviewed recommendations from the Finance
Committee and the SPRC regarding the Pastoral
changes..
After discussion and review of the recommendation it
was decided to accept the recommendation and
maintain a 1/2 time pastor. This information will be
forwarded to the District . If you have questions
contact Barb or Kathy.

Manson United Methodist Church Update
Thank you to the Lester family for their continual care
and regular recalibration of the carillon bells.
March 18th Admin Council 2pm. All are welcome.
Topics include Pastoral support change, Easter
Breakfast, summer use, vision workshops, Sunday
School, and anything else you can think of. All are
welcome!!
The next Vision Workshop is a potluck on April 15th at
1pm. We will focus on how MUMC is a growing
congregation.

Teen Center Update
By Vicki Carr
The Teen Center is in its final month of activity now
that we have turned up the month of March on our
calendars. There have been no repairs or maintenance
needed during the 2017-2018 Teen Center year. The
Center has been kept neat, clean and well organized.
I recently baked a Thanksgiving turkey from the Food
Bank, and carved it into servings for the Center. I also
made a well-received gravy for the mashed potatoes
Travis Farrar prepared. Travis was grateful for the
help with the turkey and it must have been appealing
to the students as not much was left after the
Saturday night meal.
The new freezer in the Center has been a welcomed
addition to the kitchen and helped Travis continue to
plan and prepare the nutritious meals offered to the
secondary students on Friday and Saturday evenings.
The final activity at the Teen Center this year will,
once again, be the deep clean once the Center is
closed for the season. As usual, I will check the
kitchen to take care of anything that has been
overlooked and be sure everything is secure for the
summer.
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UMCOR SUNDAY (FORMERLY ONE GREAT HOUR OF SARING)
TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE
EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER.
DATE: MARCH 11 AND MARCH 31
When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013—so many
watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely helpless. How could any one person make a difference in the wake of such widespread devastation? As responders around the globe
scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. So don’t be fooled
by the word committee.
Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of
World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desperate need—today throughout more than eighty countries
around the world.
The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do.
When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name
That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what allows UMCOR
to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that
all people have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are assisting
those impacted by crisis or chronic need.
Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering continues today:
When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded

•
•

When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded
When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded
And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United Methodists give through UMCOR
Sunday, (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing). In fact, it’s your generous giving that allows us to respond when disaster strikes.
Not “they.” We. Ensure the United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping
Will you continue to give to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)? Will you continue to meet the
needs of the children, families and communities who’ve experienced devastation in the wake of disaster?
When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually minister to Jesus, who said:
“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed
me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited
me.” (Mt. 25:35-36, CEB)
As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in the wake of disaster .

Is Crist Alive in our Lives. Continued from page 1
is the only way to keep Christ truly ALIVE in our lives
So this Easter, as we approach the altar and partake of the "body and blood" of our Living Savior, let us all remember to let Christ live in us. Let us not be one of those who treats Christ's death as meaningless. Let his death and his
resurrection be significant events not only in our religious lives, but in our daily lives as well.
Let the Paschal greeting resonate with us: "Christ is Risen!" And let us always answer with enthusiasm—by our
words and especially in our lives—"Christ is Risen, Indeed!"
.Deborah J. Thompson is a writer, artist and Stephen Minister. Her articles are published by Crosswalk.com and "The Fish" family of Christian
radio station websites around the country. She shares "Reflections" on Life and Marriage on her website, www.inspiredreflections.info. And she is
working on her first book, Your Life, Your Choice, which gives 5 simple steps to harness the power of your choices and bring more Love, Joy and
Peace into your life. Join her on Facebook and Twitter/InspireReflect.
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March
March
3/2
3/2
3/4
3/6
3/8
3/9
3/9
3/11
3/11
3/14
3/16
3/18
3/21
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/31
3/25
3/30
3/30
4/1

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
13
Elias Ruelas
14
Bill Renn
Kathy
14
Seureau
Maureen
17
Morgan
23
Jose Ruelas
25

Women's History Month
Community Kitchen
World Day of Prayer
Worship
SPRC
UM Men @ The Vogue
Community Kitchen
Kerry Travers" Reading Group
Day Light Savings Begins
Worship -Alan Oppelelar Preaching
UM Women
Community Kitchen
Worship
Trustees
Admin Board
UM Men @ The Vogue
Community Kitchen
AA Potluck
Worship Palm Sunday
Community Kitchen
Good Friday Sunset Service
Worship -EASTER SUNDAY

Sunday
Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday & Sat.

Jo Miller

Kids Rock
Wednesday 5:30 PM

WEEKLY MEETINGS
Worship
ACoA
Scouts
AA
Al-Anon
NA
Moms and Babies
Choir
Kids Rock
TOPS
NA
Community Kitchen
Teen Center

12:00-1:30 PM
11:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 AM
12:00-1:30 PM
4:45 PM
Clock forward Please
11:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00-1:30 PM
11:00 AM
3:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 AM
12:00-1:30 PM
4:00-8:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00-1:30 PM
7:30 PM LCUMC
11AM

11:00 AM
3:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:30 AM
4:30 PM
5:30PM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
12:00-1:30 PM
6:00-11:00 PM

March Worship Leaders
Date

Greeters

Usher Capt.

Liturgist

Fellowship

March 4

Cal & Shirley Vaughn

Cal Vaughn

Cal Vaughn

Barb Polley & Char G.

March 11

Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley

Erleyne Jackson

Kathy Seureau

Ruth Hendrix

March 18

Susan McKinnon & Jack Rose

Jack Rose

Susan McKinnon

Shirley & Cal Vaughn

March 25

Dan Smith & John Olson

Dan or John

Helen Closson

Vicki & Bob Carr

Worship responsibilities are established by the Worship Committee on a quarterly basis. The list is kept in the Narthex. If you cannot help on the Sunday
you have been listed , please find your own replacement and make the change on the Narthex list. Thank you!

Lakeshore Reflections

Page 6

LCUMC Sunday Schedule

Worship Service
11 AM
Fellowship
12 PM
Manson UMC Sunday Schedule
MAILING ADDRESS
Lake Chelan UMC
PO Box 1236
Chelan, Washington 98816
206 N Emerson St
PHONE
509-682-2241
907-500-8058
Pastor Cindy Roberts
E-mail:
lakechelanumc@nwi.net
Website: lakechelanumc.com
Facebook @
Chelan Valley Methodist

Worship Service
Fellowship
Rey de Reyes Service

9 AM
10 AM
5 PM

Chelan Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday: Noon to 3 PM
Friday: 10 AM to 3 PM
Or by Appointment
Chelan Secretary Office Hours:
Flexible
Manson Pastor’s Office Hours
Monday: 10AM to 11AM
Friday: 9AM to 11AM
Or by Appointment

Church Staff:
Pastor Chelan & Manson UMC:
Reverend Cindy Roberts
E-mail: 4revcgroberts@gmail.com
Phone: 970-500-8058
Kellen Wiggins: Secretary
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net
Phone: 509-682-2241
LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709
Pastor Cindy Roberts
“Celebrating 125 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley”

For Health and Healing:
Jean Barkley, Maurine Morgan, Jean
Sackenreuter, Grace Cole, Thelma
Collins, Joan Hanford, Ernie & Jeannie
Robison, Shirley Cochran, Larry
Seureau. Kathy Seureau, Steve Kline,
Betty Armstrong, Devita, Dan, Janice,
Jean, Joyce, Heidi, Jerry, Bob and the
Homeless.
Our United States of America
A peace filled future
For travelers: guidance & safe travel
For all those unable to be with us in
worship
Al others that we name in our hearts!
If you have a prayer request please
contact the church office.

