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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 127 years of service to the Lake Chelan Valley 

It is Thanksgiving morning.  As I ponder, two of my kids 
and their partners, strategize amidst the newspaper 
advertisements.  It seems 5:00 PM is the magic hour 
today.  Tis the season…let the frenzy of the season 
begin. 
 

It is a busy time in the church and in every facet of our 
lives.  Often it is a time in which we find ourselves lost in 
a frenzy of “busy-ness”.  Often, we become consumed by 
expectations, our own and those of the world. 
 

It is the season of Advent, a season of preparation and waiting 
expectantly.  As we prepare and anticipate the coming of Christ.  We look 
backward remembering the longing of the Hebrew people for a Messiah.  
Advent is a collective longing of our faith.  As we listen to the ancient 
stories from the Hebrew Bible, we yearn with those who longed for the 
coming of the one that we follow today.  Advent is a time of  longing borne 
by each and every generation for the promise of God’s kingdom on earth. 

During the season of Advent, we explore scripture texts that speak of 
hope.  And we explore scripture that speak of darkness.  We read of end 
times as we prepare for the celebration of God who has already come.  It 
is a reminder that God’s kingdom is now. 
 

God calls us to be present in the here and now.  Challenge yourself during 
Advent.  Use this time to dwell in the present.  Stay in each moment, 
wherever you are.  Notice.  Look deeply.  Listen and hear.  Experience each 
moment deeply.   See others.  Notice how they exist in the world.  
Acknowledge your perceptions of the people around you.  Search for hope, 
love, joy and peace in the present.   
 

As Thanksgiving Day progressed, a flurry of text messages and several 
phone conversations connected the two younger kids (who weren’t able to 
come home) with the older two (who were home).  Plans for Christmas 
were made.  Names were drawn and wish lists were exchanged.  Some 
ventured out and about later that evening.  Others waited until Friday to 
go shopping.  All returned smiling.  I watched and listened to this younger 
generation.  I saw joy in their faces and in their text messages.  I heard 
the excitement in their voices as they looked toward the time that they 
would all be together in the same place.  Over the next month, we will wait 
expectantly.  
 

When it seems like December is passing way too quickly, remember to 
pause and take time to stay in the moment.  Allow yourself the grace to 
wait expectantly. 
 

This advent, may you be blessed by the 
grace of God and may your heart be 
filled with hope, love, joy and peace. 

Pastor Karen 
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A Bit of History   
Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins. February 6, 1955 

SPRC-Chair  Barb Polley,  

SPRC met on November 12th.  Pastor Karen 
reported that she is making some changes to her 
calendar for the month of December and into the 
new year.  These changes will be announced and 
posted on the bulletin board.  The pastor's 
salary  worksheet was explained again for 
clarification on how it will affect the church budget. 
The total outlay by the church will be very similar 
to the current budgeted amount.   

Some time was spend discussing how we 
communicate with our congregation and those 
persons who do not use electronic mail and are not 
able to be in church.  We are working on a current 
list for mailing and at the same time trying to 
improve our electronic presence for those who are 
faithful users of social media.  

UMW-Ruth Hendrix, President 

The United Methodist Women had their Conference 
Annual meeting at Wenatchee 1st this October.  The 
Wenatchee 1st youth group did an excellent job 
preparing and serving the Friday night  dinner under 
the leadership of Angela Banker. A small quilt with 
the Apple Theme was auctioned for additional 
mission giving. Pastor John Coleman Campbell and 
our district superintendent Joanne Coleman 
Campbell had some thought-provoking words 
during their talks. Brian Diggs, director of UMCOR 
West, told us how "the kits" are used in the United 
States. Money is sent to disaster areas because 
needed items can be purchased locally and shipping 
which can often be delayed is more cost-effective. 

We were also happy to see dancers from Lewis and 
Clark Elementary School Folklorico. 

Pastors Report: Karen Fisher  

It is a busy time in the church.  As we wind down 
the fiscal calendar year, we begin anew, our journey 
through the church year with the Season of Advent. 
The All Church Charge Conference was held 
October 16, 2019.  The meeting was chaired by our 
new District Superintendent, Joanne Coleman 
Campbell.  We received an important update 
regarding the background checks and ministry safe 
trainings for our volunteers.  Both play a role in 
calculation of liability insurance premiums for the 
church.  Both are required to receive the best rate.  
We’ve completed the required background for 2019.  
Everyone assigned has just complete the ministry 
safe trainings for 2019.    
 

The stewardship letters have been hand delivered or 
mailed.  We are reminding the congregation to 
return their pledge cards.  We will begin work on 
the 2020 budget next month.  We know that 
insurance costs will increase considerably next year.  
The annual conference treasurer tells us to expect an 
increase of at least 10 percent.  We’ve joined Tech 
Soup, an organization which helps non-profit groups 
obtain technology products at greatly reduced costs.  
We will be able to significantly reduce the cost of 
our accounting software as a result of this 
membership. 
 

Looking ahead, the first Sunday of Advent is 
December 1.  I’m planning a Blue Christmas or a 
Longest Night Service.  We will hold our Christmas 
Eve candlelight service at 7:00 PM. 

 ADMIN BOARD  REPORT 

Joy to the World 

 

Announcement was made 
last week of the need of 
more hymnals.  If you 
desire to give a book that 
will help greatly. Price 
$1.65. One of our 
members donated$5.00 
last Sunday  

After the supper tomorrow evening work on the 
new sanctuary. Mrs. Lawrence Kingman and Mrs. 
Joe E. Smith served refreshments to the following 
workers last Monday evening: Garret Billington, 
Elbert Conklin, CD Robison, Asa Bonham, Clement  
Utterback, Tim Murphy, Phil Clampitt, Wallace 
Miller, Roy Hughes, John Croy, and J.J. Ellington.  

Have you noticed this year the theme of Christmas 
events seems to center around joy?  Well, it hap-
pens to be the 300th anniversary of the hymn, “Joy 
to the World”.  Which might be the reason.  

“Joy to the World” was written by Isaac Watts and 
was first published in a hymnal in 1719.  Do you 
know that the words were not originally written for 
Christmas?  This hymn is a paraphrase of Psalm 
98:4-9 which expresses joy over the marvelous 
works of God.  Watts reinterpreted this Psalm 
through the lens of the New Testament.  His hymn 
praises God for the salvation brought though the 
baby born in Bethlehem. 

“Joy to the World” is not only a hymn for Christmas 
time but for the rest of the year, as well. 
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Rural Church Engagement 
Karen Fisher 

Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 PM 

Lake Chelan UMC is involved in the  Rural 
Church Engagement Initiative (RCEI).  This is a 
group of small and rural churches throughout the 
Greater NW Episcopal Area of The United 
Methodist Church.  The purpose of this group is to 
work together and learn ways for engaging in 
ministry within our communities on a sustainable 
basis.  Each church has a Rural Church 
Engagement team.  Each church is assigned to a 
Cohort group.  Lake Chelan UMC team members: 
Kathy Seureau, Barb Polley, Ruth Hendrix and 
Karen Fisher.  
 
Our Rural Church Engagement (RCE) team is 
busy.  We are meeting monthly via ZOOM with 
our Cohort group.  We are given monthly 
assignments.  Our team meets monthly to do our 
“homework”.  So far, we’ve created a community 
asset map which required that we looked closely at 
our community.  We’ve looked closely at our 
church to identify our assets.  We identified 
organizations and people that we should visit.  
Now we are having conversations with people in 
the community, listening and learning.  We hope 
to identify needs within the community, think 
about what we might do and who we might 
connect with. 
  
During November, we attended (via ZOOM) a two 
session class about social media.  Though none of 
us want to “care about social media” this was 
important training for us.  Communications in all 
forms is critical.  The training opened our eyes to 
all the ways we currently communicate.  We are 
asking questions.  Are we effective in the present 
means of communicating?  Are we reaching the 
people we think we are reaching?  We understand 
the need to 
communicate 
effectively.  We are 
looking to improve 
our present methods.  
We are looking at the 
possibilities. 
 

Thursday Advent Services 

  Weekly Advent Services will be held each 
Thursday in December at the St Andrews 
Episcopal Church on Woodin Ave. 
 
The Service will start at 11:00 AM and is open 
to the public.   

Blue Christmas –  
December 20, 2019 

Service for the Community 
5:30 PM 

Lake Chelan United Methodist Church   
 
The Christmas season can be a sad time of the year 
for many.  Acknowledging this through song, ritual 
and liturgy can be helpful in dealing with the pain 
this season brings. 

Lake Chelan United Methodist Church hosts this 
service for all who are dealing with sadness, stress, 
loss, pain and darkness.  All are welcome.  May you 
find peace and hope during this Blue Christmas 
service. 



 

Teen Center Celebrates 20 Year Anniversary! 

      by Vicki Carr, Teen Center-LCUMC Liaison 
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The Lake Chelan Valley Teen Center has been in operation for twenty years in the Fireplace Room of the 
Lake Chelan United Methodist Church!  

A celebration party was held at Harmony Meadows in rural Manson on Saturday November 16. Appetizers 
and other refreshments were served in the beautifully decorated, lovely venue from 6 to 8 PM. The Kevin 
Jones Band opened and closed the evening's activities. Attendees were even dressed up for the occasion! 

Thrive Chelan Valley's executive director, Kayla Helleson, welcomed guests and then introduced Jacque 
DePaoli, a member of Thrive's Board of Directors. Jacque gave the 70 or so guests a rundown on the 
beginnings and early history of the Teen Center. Paul Palumbo and several other original Teen Center 
organizers and enthusiasts were on hand to hear Jacque's accolades. 

Vicki Carr was keynote speaker. She began her discussion with a question: What do you need to do to have 
a long, healthy life? An article in a recent AARP publication gave a simple answer to this question: Live with 
a purpose. Vicki then related several short stories from her purposeful career of teaching, coaching and 
counseling young adults. Then she reminded listeners that those who support the Teen Center and 
other Thrive Chelan Valley programs are also people who are living with a purpose.  

Sara Barnes, secondary resource specialist with the Lake Chelan School District, related a true story about a 
young man who enjoyed coming to the Teen Center when he was in middle school and high school. When 
his mother died when he was 14, his world had  been turned upside down.  But he finally requested a 
mentor at the beginning his junior year of high school. His mentor and the adults he came in contact with 
at the Teen Center helped him get his focus back. Then Sara introduced the person she had been talking 
about. Mario Gonzales came to the party from Spokane where he is a freshman at Whitworth College. His 
quiet humble demeanor, his modesty over winning the $10,000 Joe Harris Jr. scholarship when named 
Student of the Year, his sincere expressions of gratitude for having the Teen Center as a place to go where 
caring adults talked things over with him--all underscored the importance that the Teen Center has had for 
Lake Chelan Valley secondary students. 

Guests at the party had received tickets for door prizes, and many special prizes were awarded. The 
evening ended with another hour of music and socializing. It was a wonderful celebration and Teen Center 
manager, Travis Farrar, was center stage as Mario and others congratulated him on his long and productive 
years of service at the Teen Center. Travis states matter-of-factly, "Well, this is what I am supposed to do. . 
." 

Members and friends of the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church, be glad and grateful that God has given 
us this important role as friends and benefactors of secondary students in the Lake Chelan Valley. What's 
been going on in the basement of our church for the past 20 years is vital. 

Comments from Thrive   

Aww, that’s lovely, Vicki!  And thanks to you for your tireless service and advocacy for youth and to the 
Methodist Church for hosting this work for so long!   I am thankful that we get to continue in your 
footsteps. 

Sarah Barnes 

Good morning Vicki-(and "All")- I really appreciate you capturing the joy and sentiment of Thrive Celebrates  
Chelan Teen Center 20th Anniversary last Saturday evening.   

Your remarks at Thrive Celebrates and in the article, below, are a testament to the value of "living a 
purposeful life".  I am inspired by your life's work and your passion as an educator & counselor, mother, 
youth mentor, community advocate/volunteer, Teen Center board member/advisor etc... (the list goes 
on!!!).   Thanks for taking the time to document this important event designed to recognize and bring 
together all those who are currently volunteering for Thrive as well as all those who have worked so hard 
over the years to serve youth in our valley!!  Jacque DePaoli  



 

Stewardship 

The 10-month year to date operating results are 
included in this newsletter.  Year to date, our 
expenses exceed income by $1,582.  Over the last 
two months, we have benefited from giving that is 
above and beyond our expectations of $8,700.  We 
are very grateful for these extra gifts. 
 
We expect the last two months of the year will be 
close to break even.  Which would result in a 
manageable shortfall for the year ending December 
31, 2019.  As we have throughout the year, we will 
continue to closely manage our expenses. 
 
The stewardship/giving campaign for next year is 
underway. Once we receive your planned giving 
forms, our focus will turn to preparing and 
budgeting for 2020. 
 
We are grateful to you and blessed by your faithful 
support. 

LCUMC Operating Report  
Jan. 1 to October 31 2019  

 We are stewards.  Psalm 24:1 tells us, “The 
earth is the lord’s and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.”   

Stewardship is defined as the job of 
supervising or taking care of something.  It is 
the careful and responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care.  Lake 
Chelan United Methodist Church has been 
entrusted to our care.  Not only the  building 
but all the people whose lives are made 
brighter because of the love and compassion 
given freely in this space.  It is a responsibility 
inherited from others before us.  It is a 
responsibility that we desire to leave to others 
that may follow us.    

As we continue caring for those who have and 
will be entrusted into our care, we invite you 
to make a stewardship pledge for 2020.  
We’ve handed out and mailed the information 
and pledge cards.  If you haven’t received 
one or need a replacement, please let us 
know.  Contact Susan McKinnon or call the 
church office.  Return your pledge by mail or 
place it in the offering plate. 
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Finance Comments 

INCOME YTD Total 

Fund Raisers                     (39.49) 

Donations/In-kind                     397.06  

Plate/Offerings                13,729.00  

Other Inc. Building use                   3,750.00  

Tithes/Pledges                46,140.00  

Operating Income:                 63,976.57  

EXPENSES:   

Music Contract                  2,300.00  

Staff Wages/Taxes                28,187.98  

Conference Apportionments                10,726.10  

Facilities Expense                17,701.38  

Professional/Accounting                  1,650.00  

Office Expense                  2,539.80  

Program Expense                  2,453.72  

Total Operating Expense                65,558.98  

Net Operating Income                 (1,582.41) 

OTHER INCOME   

Restitution Income                     450.00  

Mission Giving                  2,122.23  

Designated Giving                      20.00  

Total Other Income                  2,592.23  

My Dad Makes Big Money 
Three boys are in the school yard bragging 
about their fathers.  
 
The first boy says, ‘My Dad scribbles a few 
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, 
they give him $50.’ 
 
The second boy says, ‘That’s nothing. My Dad 
scribbles a few words on piece of paper, 
he calls it a song, they give him $100.’ 
 
The third boy says, ‘I got you both beat. My 
Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, 
he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to 
collect all the money!’ 

From a Kid’s view 
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Long ago and far away, my walk with Jesus took me to Russia, just as the Soviet Union broke up in the early1990s. Russia was crossing over in 1992 from 

the secularism, suppression and social control of the Soviet Union. Churches, whose property had been seized and had operated largely underground for 

75 years – Orthodox, Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist – were all emerging, from the long winter of repression and confinement. 

• Imagine crossing through security at a prison furniture factory in St. Petersburg, Russia. Your guide is a Russian Orthodox priest, in long black robes, 

newly recognized as chaplain to the prison. He has convinced prison administrators to allow Christian prisoners to produce small icons of the faith instead 

of furniture to sell to fund the prison.In a small upper room, it is like a tiny workshop of believers. Those believer prisoners lead you to a far corner of the 

prison to show you the chapel with a shiny copper onion dome they are building in their free time.   

• Sit with the Admiral of the Russian Fleet, in the ornate Russian Admiralty, as a U.S. Navy Chaplain tells how he gives spiritual care to sailors and they 

discuss what military chaplaincy might look like in a post-Soviet Russia.   
 

Now walk to a sagging two-story brick building, held upright only with the help of salvaged railroad rails driven crudely through exterior walls to provide 

cross bracing. Older women love and tend shunned teenaged girls, who are learning to love and tend their babies. They sew dolls that they sell to support 

their children in an honorable way.  

• Visit the women’s ward of a stone-cold, drafty 150-year old prison hospital, where a post-operative woman climbs a rattly ladder 

unaided to her upper bunk every time she has her bandages changed or uses the bathroom.   

• Notice as one of your traveling companions, a substance abuse counselor, sneaks away from our church hosts to meet surreptitiously 

with underground advocates for treatment of alcohol and drug dependency in a country that brands alcoholics criminal. 
 

It took the collapse of the Soviet Union for churches in Russia to have the freedom to step outside the tight restrictions on freedom of religion to re-engage 

in the fabric of community life and to bring the life-giving good news of Jesus Christ to people and a nation who had sat so long in darkness. In 1992 the 

Christian faith felt fresh and robust, shiny and new. Everything seemed possible. It was a CrossOver season, with plenty of uncertainty, but an irresistible 

tug toward living faith with every breath, every word, every human encounter. 

From Russia with Love 
 

Could we learn from the Churches in Russia? What if The United Methodist Church woke up to discover that our buildings were gone, our websites and 

Facebook pages shut down, and bank accounts were closed? What would be left of the Church? What difference would it make to the woman in her 

bunk? A hopeless sailor in the Navy? An alcoholic trapped in his addiction? What would the church be, without all of its institutional forms, habits, 

schedules? 
 

What if we viewed this season of breakdown or break-up in The United Methodist Church as offering a rare opportunity to think anew and afresh about what 

the church is for, and how it can best share the blessings of God with the world?   

Crossing Over as a Way of Life 
 

Thank you, for reading, praying, discussing, pondering, imagining new ways to be lovers of God, neighbor, and self. stalled. We are making the road by 

walking and we are stronger and bolder as we continue the adventure of Jesus. What I know more clearly now than I did a year ago is that most United 

Methodists in the Greater NoA year ago I invited you to join me on a year-long CrossOver journey to become “Alive in the adventure of Jesus.” In small 

groups or alone, for the whole year, or just for a season, many of you read wondered with Brian McLaren in his book, We Make the Road by Walking. A 

remarkable number of you wrote brilliant, touching, wise blog posts for each chapter of the book. We asked ourselves, how do we understand the 

Bible? What was Jesus up to? What does it mean for the Church to be Christ’s living presence on earth? How must I live to serve?   
 

Here we are a year later – at the end of our book – realizing that we have not reached the other side. Yet, we are not rthwest are firmly committed to the full 

inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in the life of the Church, but that a significant minority understands the Bible to prohibit full inclusion. 

So, what’s next? Though we may not all think alike, may we not love alike? 
 

I don’t know today if The United Methodist Church will stay together as a world-wide connection, if it will split into two or three separate incompatible 

entities, or if some “amicable separation” will be negotiated between parties that do not choose to live together anymore. What I think I do know is that God 

is using this time of uncertainty to invite us to deeper connections with each other. And that deepening our connections with each other will make it easier to 

walk the way that will unfold before us without hurting each other. 
 

I am working with a team of leaders from across the Greater Northwest to offer a season of deeper, broader, authentic relationships across the divisions 

among us from January through May of 2020. John Wesley saw the church as a great life-giving connection. For Wesley, connection was personal, 

relational. I’m calling for growing a new, personal, gracious Grassroots Connections among church participants, between our churches, and between 

people inside and outside our churches. This is where Jesus shows up — when we are in relationship. Watch for more. 

With a thankful heart, 

 

The Close of a Year of Collapse and CrossOver 
By Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky  CrossOver reflection for Week 52 • Beginning December 1, 2019 

Article taken from the Greater Northwest UMC Website 

https://greaternw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/EJWS-signature-web-325.png
https://greaternw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CrossOver-Reading-Schedule.pdf
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DECEMBER WORSHIP LIST 
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Worship responsibilities are established by the Worship Committee on a quarterly basis. The list is kept in the Narthex. If you cannot  help on the Sunday 
you have been listed , please find your own replacement and make the change on the Narthex list.  Thank you! 

 Practice Everly Wednesday at 4:30 PM  

 WEEKLY MEETINGS   

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 

Monday ACoA 3:30 PM 

Monday Scouts 6:30 PM 

Monday AA 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Al-Anon 12:00 PM 

Tuesday CrossOver Book Study 1:00 PM 

Tuesday  NA 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Moms and Babies 9:30 AM 

Wednesday TOPS 10:00 AM 

Thursday NA 7:00 PM 

Friday Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

Fri-Sat  Teen Center 6PM-11PM 

Date Greeters Usher Capt.  Fellowship  Liturgist 

12/1/19 Worship-1st Sunday of Advent 10:00 AM 

12/1/19 Decorate Church & Soup Lunch 11:00 AM 

12/5/19 Advent Service St. Andrews 11:00 AM 

12/6/19 Community Kitchen 12PM-1:30PM 

12/6/19 Kerry Travers Recital 6:30 PM 

12/8/19 Worship  10:00 AM 

12/12/19 Advent Service St. Andrews 11:00 AM 

12/13/19 Community Kitchen 12PM-1:30PM 

12/16/19 Safeway Bell Ringing   

12/11/19 SPRC 9:00 AM 

12/18/19 DeAnn Sanderson recital 6:00 PM 

12/18/19 Trustees 5:30 PM 

12/19/19 Advent Service St. Andrews 11:00 AM 

12/20/19 Community Kitchen 12:00PM-1:30PM 

12/15/19 Worship  10:00 AM 

12/18/19 Red Cross Blood Drive 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

12/22/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/24/19 Christmas Eve Worship 7:00PM 

12/27/19 Community Kitchen 12:00PM-1:30PM 

12/29/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

12/31/19 AA Potluck 4PM to 12AM 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAY'S  

10 Gilberto Castrejon Ruelas 

10 Sharon Lukacs 

17 Patty Risley 

Dec. 1  Cal & Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn 

Dec. 8 Wayne C. & Steve Easley Steve Easley Susan McKinnon. Susan McKinnon 

Dec. 15 Erleyne Jackson. & Pat Risley Erleyne Jackson Mary Ann Warren Barb Polley 

Dec. 22 Dan Smith & John Olson John Olson Vicki Carr Wayne Closson 

Dec. 29 Kathy Seureau & Ruth Hendrix Kathy Seureau Erleyne Jackson. & Pat.Risley. Kathy Seureau 



 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   
Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 
PHONE 

509-682-2241  
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net    

  
Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 
Church Hours:  

Tuesday & Wednesday 
Secretary: Julie Brown 

  

Website: lakechelanumc.com 
 

 

Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church 

 

 Prayers for those who: 

 travel during the holidays, are alone 
during the holidays, are victims of gun  
violence or are suffering pain and 
darkness 

Prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving 
for: 

 The joys of the harvest dinners, for  
Thrive and the teen center,  our 
veterans & their families, all who 
volunteer and assist others. For this 
church as a community gathering 
space. 

 
Prayers for the family of Cory Brown and 
for the continued healing of Linda & Bill 
Renn. 
 

 If you have a prayer request please 
contact the Church office.  
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher  

“Celebrating 127 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 


