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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 

February 2019 is upon us.  Bringing the special session of General Conference 
of The United Methodist Church.  Delegates meet from 
February 23-26, 2019.  It feels like we are approaching 
election night…following a long, contentious and 
exhausting campaign.  Organized and governed much like 
the United States, our denomination seems stuck. 
 

For over 40 years the United Methodist Church has been 
arguing over human sexuality, specifically homosexuality.  
Who is welcome and who is not; who may be ordained as 
clergy in the united Methodist Church; who may be married 
in our churches; and who are allowed to participate fully in 
the life of the church.  I believe most United Methodists are tired of arguing. 

Following the 2016 General Conference, our bishops created a commission to 
help the church find its way forward…from this place where we’re stuck.  They 
worked and created three plans for the church to consider: One Church Plan; 
Traditionalist Plan; and Connectional Conference Plan.  An overwhelming 
majority of bishops endorsed One Church Plan as the best way to move our 
denomination forward.  The bishops feel this plan offers the best way forward 
for those holding diverse opinions on human sexuality without comprising the 
mission of The United Methodist Church.  

We look toward this special session with anxiety and uncertainty.  Fearful of 
the outcome.  Yet hopeful at the same time.  There is no way of knowing, 
right now, what the outcome might be.  And depending upon the outcome, 
conferences and local congregations may need to make decisions of our own. 

How do we prepare ourselves?  By understanding who we are as a local 
church.  What is it we are called to be in this place…in this community?  We 
need to wonder what it feels like to be singled out, marginalized and excluded?  
Will we be a church that excludes? 

We need to talk with each other.  Practice respectful conversation; be curious; 
and open our hearts to hear shared experiences. 

We need to pray.  Pray for the 864 delegates chosen to discern and decide the 
way forward for The United Methodist Church.  Pray for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and that hearts are open to Spirit. 

You can find additional detailed information on the One Church Plan at https://
onechurchplan.org and  find lots of information about the special General 
Conference at https://greaternw.org/gc2019/ 
 

Regardless of what happens at General Conference 2019, God still calls us to 
welcome, love and care for our neighbors.  We will continue to carry out our 
ministries.  We will continue to be a blessing to this community. 

In peace, 

Karen Fisher 

 

https://onechurchplan.org
https://onechurchplan.org
https://greaternw.org/gc2019/


 

United Methodist Women  
The UMW will meet each month on the second 
Wednesday. Join them on  February 13 and March 
13 for fellowship and help to reach out to others 
through their mission work.    
 

Sunday School:  

Sunday School starts at 9AM each Sunday. They are 
currently studying The Causes, Evils, & Cures of 
Heart & Church Division, by Francis Asbury  
 

Choir Practice:   
Every Wednesday afternoon at 4:30PM you can 
participate in learning beautiful music.  Contact 
Helen Closson if you would like to be part of the 
choir or just show up.   
 
We Make the Road by Walking  
This book and bible study class meets every 
Tuesday at 1:00PM with Lay Pastor Karen Fisher 
leading the discussion.   
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We Make the Road by Walking 
Reading Schedule – February & March 2019 

 
Week Ten • February 3, 2019 
Chapter 23 • Jesus and the Multitudes 
Ezekiel 34:1-31 
Luke 5:17-32, 18:15-19:9 
 
Week Eleven • February 10, 2019 
Chapter 24 • Jesus and Hell 
Jonah 4:1-11 
Luke 16:19-31 
Matthew 25:31-40 
 
Week Twelve • February 17, 201 
 Chapter 25 • Jesus, Violence, and Power 
Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12 
Matthew 16:13-17:9 
 
Week Thirteen • February 24, 2019 
Chapter 26 • Making it Real 
Mark 2:1-19 
Hebrews 11:1-8 1 
John 1:1-2:6 
 
Week Fourteen • March 3, 2019 
Part 3 – Alive in a Global Uprising 
Chapter 27 • A New Identity 
Matthew 5:1-16 
 
Ash Wednesday • March 6, 2019 
 
Week Fifteen • March 10, 2019 
Chapter 28 • A New Path to Aliveness 
Matthew 5:17-48 
 
Week Sixteen • March 17, 2019 
Chapter 29 • Your Secret Life 
Matthew 6:1-18 
 
Week Seventeen • March 24, 2019 
Chapter 30 • Why We Worry, Why We 
Judge 
Matthew 6:19-7:12 
 
Week Eighteen • March 31, 201 
 Chapter 31 • The Choice is Yours 
Matthew 7:13-29 

In January of 2018 we began serving sandwiches every 
week along with our soup.  It made a more satisfying meal 
and our customers were very enthusiastic!  We started out 
with toasted cheese and have served many of those over 
the last year as they are very popular.  We now have a 
good variety, such as tuna fish, turkey and cheese, turkey 
with cream cheese and cranberry sauce, ham and cheese, 
fig jam with cheddar, Rubens, salami, and the Red Cross 
sandwich mix which is ground ham, shredded cheddar 
cheese, raw onion, and sandwich spread and mayonnaise 
to hold it together.   
 

We have a very nice group of people who attend quite 
regularly and then we have people who drop in for a hot 
bowl of soup.  Over the year we have served 1,250 bowls 
of soup from the church kitchen.  Some of those go out to 
peoples homes and we have been delivering soup to the 
Fire Station in support of our community firefighters.  We 
also contribute soup and sandwiches to Chelan Valley 
Hope for the National Homeless Count Day, so that the 
homeless who check in can have a bowl of hot soup and a 
sandwich.  January 24th 2019 we took two crock-pots full 
of soup and 55 sandwich halves. When we picked up our 
equipment after the event there were only three 
sandwiches and half a crock-pot of soup. They had a good 
turnout for their count! 
 

We extend our gratitude to our church family who support 
this mission to offer a hot meal to those who find 
themselves in need and have an opportunity to fellowship 
within the safety of Lake Chelan United Methodist Church. 
The Community Kitchen Staff,  Julie Lovejoy, Gaylen 
Willette and Barb Polley 

Update on the Community Soup Kitchen  



 

Lay Minister Report 

By Karen Fisher, Lay Minister 
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Tacoma Community House is a nationally-
respected, community-based service center for 
immigrants, refugees, and long-time South 
Sound residents seeking enrichment and 
pathways to self-sufficiency. For 108 years, we 
have helped countless individuals gain the 
skills they need to transition out of poverty, 
navigate a new culture, and find personal and 
professional success. 
  

Many people come to us seeking one type of 
service and end up utilizing others, making us 
one of Tacoma’s most unique “one stop 
shops.” Annually, we provide 3,800 program 
services to 3,500 individuals from over 
100 countries through our four core 
programs: Education, Employment,  
Immigration, and Advocacy (for crime 
victims). 
 

Contact Info 
Phone: (253-383-3951 
E-Mail: info@tacomaccommunityhouse.org 
Address: 1334 S.L Street, Tacoma, WA 98405 
Mailing: PO Box 5170 Tacoma, WA 98415 
 

Tacoma Community House opened its 
doors on January 10, 1910. Built as a 
Settlement House to serve Tacoma’s 
Italian and Scandinavian communities, it 
evolved with the neighborhood’s 
changing needs and became a prominent 
center for immigrants of all 
backgrounds. 
 

Tacoma Settlement House had its “soft start” 
in 1907 when the Home Missionary Board of 
the Methodist Church saw that Tacomans did 
not have a place where their children could 
gather for lessons, entertainment, and play. 
The Church appointed a committee to 
organize this missionary work, and in turn, the 
committee raised enough money to rent a 
house at 1316 South M Street. 
 

By 1913, two Methodist deaconesses — Miss 
Chayer and Miss Branning — worked full-time 
to offer songs, stories, crafts, and other 
activities for the neighborhood’s girls. When 
they outgrew the space and rented a larger 
house next door (1320 South M Street), they 
expanded their programming to include 
activities, clubs, and interest groups for 
girls and boys. Then adults, too. 
 

The organization changed its name to Tacoma 
Community House in 1922 

UMW Tacoma Community House  

Kathy Seureau  

Continued on page 4 

In the church year, we are in the season of 
Epiphany.  A time of new beginnings. 
Serving you during Advent and Christmas was joy 
filled.  We hosted a Blue Christmas Service for the 
community.  Joining with St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
and Lake Chelan Lutheran.  Working with Pastor 
Paul Palumbo and The Reverend Linda Mayer was 
a wonderful experience for me.  We plan to 
continue working together in ministry in Lake 
Chelan. 
 

We’ve joined with others in the Greater Northwest 
Episcopal Area of the United Methodist Church 
reading We Make the Road by Walking written by 
Brian McLaren.  Our year-long study began the 
first week of December and will continue for the 
year.  This book is a road map for our journey 
together, as we walk into the future together, 
grow in faith together and work within the 
community.  And it is a bridge as we crossover 
from who we are today to what we will be. 
 

For the next few weeks, I’ll focus on the financial 
side.  Completing the budget, spending time 
focusing on our processes, and completing the 
year reporting.  In February, I’d like to hold 
gatherings where we can talk and learn about the 
Special General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church being held Feb. 23-26, 2019.  
And, I’m looking ahead toward Lent and Easter.  
Asking questions learning, your traditions and 
planning. 
 

We do not yet have a budget or year-end financial 
statement.  However,  the “Income” side of things, 
has been completed and items have been put in 
their proper places.  We will be Looking to rename 
and re-categorize different groupings. i.e. 
designated giving that carries over as we need to 
keep track of funds at year-end each year. 
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 Stories Behind the Hymns 
Submitted  by Jim Baum  Written by Natalie Sleeth 

and continued to develop new services as 
community needs shifted.  
  

In 1923, the agency began offering English classes 
to newly-arrived Filipino immigrants and 
workshops for immigrants who needed to get their 
citizenship papers. TCH achieved many “firsts” 
during this prosperous time — from organizing 
Tacoma’s first baby clinic and kindergarten class, 
to hiring the city’s first African American teacher. 
 

TCH has contributed to the livelihoods of nearly 
every ethnic group that has called Tacoma and the 
South Puget Sound “home.” From Southeast Asian 
refugees displaced by war in the 1960s and 70s, to 
today’s greater numbers from Mexico, Vietnam, 
Ukraine, and Moldovla, TCH aims to be a 
Welcoming Home for all. 

Hymn of Promise   #707  Natalie Sleeth 
This number was created almost immediately after 
"Happy are They".  I seem to have been much 
involved in pondering the ideas of life and death, 
spring and winter.  Good Friday and Easter, and the 
whole reawakening of the world that happens every 
spring.  Some of it is related to the individual to 
who this is dedicated because he was facing an 
unbeatable battle with terminal cancer at the time, 
but there were also other "influences" which 
ultimately fed into this piece.  The strange thing is 
that several of these factors seemed somehow to 
be connected to each other. 
 

One evening we entertained a friend for supper and 
he too had been pondering such themes and even 
shared a work by T. S. Eliot in which there was a 
phrase something like "In our end is our 
beginning."  That was virtually the catalyst for the 
form of the text of "Hymn of Promise" which I 
wrote in the next day or two.  And this friend knew 
Dale Tooley which is a further connection. 
 

It also happened that there was scheduled a 
festival weekend and concert of my music at the 
Pasadena Community Church in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, in the middle of March, 1985.  The director 
of the choirs there--Fred Harrison--had at one time, 
in our planning, expressed the hope that I might 
write a new anthem that they could premiere while 
we were down there, but I had not succeeded in 
doing that until this piece began to happen.  As I 
pondered and wrote the text I thought that "Hymn 
of Promise" might well be appropriate to premiere 
in St. Petersburg, since it was almost officially 
spring then and since many of the members of the 
Church are older people who might well be dealing 
with themes of "life and death & resurrection".  
 

  So I sent Fred a copy of the manuscript about two 
weeks before we were due to come to Florida and 
the piece was, indeed, "premiered" on March 17th 
at the Natalie Sleeth concert.  I think at least 50 
people came up to me and commented on the text 
especially; and when we got home  I heard from 
the publisher, to whom I had sent the number, 
saying that he thought it was one of the best texts I 
had ever written.   
So, I am glad the piece "happened" and that it 
apparently meant so much to those people in St. 
Petersburg as well as to the publisher and his 
editors.  Hopefully it will reach out to many other 
and give them a lift as well. 

UMW Tacoma Community House Continued 

Prayers of thanksgiving for Vicki. 

Prayers for Chuck & Sharon – death of their be-
loved pet, Theo. 

Prayers for the world – Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. 

Prayers for Jack & Hazel Rose. 

Prayers for Cal – recovering from surgery. 

Prayers for Jean Bell – recovering, heart issues. 

Prayers for Eric (Linda & Bill’s family) – health is-
sues. 

Prayers for Mary Lou (Barb’s sister) – health is-
sues. 

Prayers for Karla & Dave Robison & family –as they 
grieve the death of Karla’s father. 

Prayers for Jerry’s family (Jo & Marshall) – as they 
grieve his death. 

Prayers for our elected officials (Senators, Repre-
sentatives & President) – may they reach out to 
one another and work together for the good of all. 

Prayers for the people of this country harmed by 
division, anger & hate. 

Prayers for travelers during the winter season. 
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  SPRC: Barb Polley Chair 

At the January meeting the group discussed  the 
new Sunday Bulletin.  The consensus was the 
font was much better, the picture and mission 
statement on the front was good, the Pastor’s 
name needed to be on the front, and information 
on the back was complete. It was all positive 
feedback.   

Pastor Karen handed out the Ezra report and 
shared some future dates that she will be gone.  
The Community Soup Kitchen is providing soup 
for the Chelan Valley Hope’s participation in the 
state wide Homeless Count.  The Church social 
hall will be used as a warming and crafts center 
for children during Chelan’s Winterfest weekend.  

Trustees-Dan Smith Chair 

Activities included: Installed a mail box under the 
reader board; shoveled snow; Parsonage heating 
system was inspected and cleaned by Holden A/
C (all OK); routine light bulb replacement; 
completed repairs/adjustments to the snow 
blower; denied Karen the use of her new shovel!  
Got to get up earlier to beat Dan the Man.         

Teen Center Update: 
All is well with the Teen Center. This year's 
primary supervisors are doing an exceptional job 
of keeping the Center clean and well organized. 
When I make a cleaning suggestion or reminder, 
the problem is solved immediately.  This should 
give some reassurance to all church members 
and friends that what LCUMC is doing to share 
God's grace and love with the community is 
fruitful. 

UMW Ruth Hendrix 
Chelan UMW will use the same budget figures as 
2018. The rummage sale will be in June this 
year. Those present felt that there could be more 
drop in business. The possible dates are June 
14th-15th or June 21st-22nd. We met Suzie 
Zimmer who will be replacing Michelle Jerome as 
parish nurse. If you wish to help support this 
valuable program in a financial way, you can do 
so thru the church by designating "parish nurse" 
on envelopes or checks!  Our program this 
month was titled "Sisterhood of Human 
Flourishing". We shared ways that women in our 
past had helped us grow and become more 
nurturing. 

 ADMIN REPORT 
LCUMC  Elected Officers – 2019 

Administrative Council 
Chair – Kathy Seureau 
Recording Secretary – Julie Brown 
Treasurer – Susan McKinnon 
Finance Chair – Susan McKinnon 
Trustees Representative – Dan Smith 
SPRC Chair – Barb Polley 
Lay Leader –  
Lay Member to AC – Ruth Hendrix 
Financial Secretary – Helen Closson 
Membership Secretary – Ruth Hendrix 
UMW President – Ruth Hendrix 
At Large – Jim Baum 
Pastor – Karen Fisher 
Committee on Nominations & Leadership De-
velopment 
Chair – Karen Fisher 
2017 – Char Garton 
2018 –  
2019 –  
Board of Trustees 
2017 –  
2018 – Jose Ruelas, Wayne Closson 
2019 – Dan Smith 
 Bill Renn – Advisor 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
2017 – Mary Ann Warren 
2018 – Kathy Seureau 
2019 – Barb Polley, Erleyne Jackson 
 Ruth Hendrix – Lay Member 
Finance and Stewardship Committee 
Chair – Susan McKinnon 
Treasurer – Susan McKinnon 
Financial Secretary – Helen Closson 
Trustee Representative – Dan Smith 
SPRC Chair – Barb Polley 
At Large –  
Pastor – Karen Fisher 

Nurture 

Worship – Susan McKinnon, Helen Closson, 
Linda Renn 
Education – Vicki Carr, Barb Polley 
Membership Care – Ruth Hendrix, Kathy 
Seureau 
 

Outreach 
New Friends Team – Kathy Seureau, Pastor 
Communications/Newsletter  Mary Ann Warren 
Teen Center Liaison – Vicki Carr 
Program Communications Coordinator – Kathy 
Seureau 



 

Finance Report: Susan McKinnon 

 . 

Lakeshore Reflections 
Page 6 

UMW Quilts & Blankets Project  
By Ruth Hendrix 

A Bit of Humor! 

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as 
he read her a bedtime story. 
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the 
book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. 
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then 
his again. 
Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make 
you?" 
"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a 
long time ago" 
"Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did God make me 
too?" 
"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just 
a little while ago." 
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed, 
"God's getting better at it, isn't he?"  

The Response magazine is the official publication for 
United Methodist Women who are women in mission. 
In the January/February issue there is an article titled 
"Quilting for Children in the Pacific Northwest in the 
BRIGHT LIGHTS section of the magazine. The article 
was submitted by the president of Inland District 
UMW. 
  
The tradition of taking quilts/blankets for at risk 
children has been happening for many years. A total 
of 284 were donated at annual church conference in 
June 2018. Besides Tacoma Community House  and 
Atlantic Street Center, some places of distribution 
were Mary's Place in Seattle,  Vida's Ark in 
Vancouver,  Mount Vernon Hispanic Ministry, 
Nooksack Indian United Methodist Church,  the 
Support Center in Omak and Vanessa Behan Crisis 
Nursery in Spokane. 
 
 Please join other mission-minded people and help 
make June 2019 the best year yet for these warm 
gifts.  

  WORSHIP LEADERS    FEBRUARY 2019 

Worship responsibilities are established by the Worship Committee on a quarterly basis. The list is kept in the Narthex. If you cannot  help on the Sunday 
you have been listed , please find your own replacement and make the change on the Narthex list.  Thank you! 

Date Greeters Usher Capt. Fellowship Hour Liturgist 

February 3 Bill & Linda Renn Bill Renn Susan McKinnon & Connie Reeves Susan McKinnon 

February 10 Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley Erleyne Jackson  Vicki Carr Wayne Closson 

February 17 Susan McKinnon Susan McKinnon Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley Susan McKinnon 

February 24 Dan Smith & John Olson Dan Smith Linda Renn Vicki Carr 

Karen Fisher is building the budget with the 
EZRA as a starting point.  This will make  the 
financial paperwork easier for everyone to 
use. 

The Organ repairs totaled $3235.18. The 
funds to pay for this project include $1581 in 
fundraiser organ designation, $744.18 from 
Christmas Eve, and $910 from Jeff’s 
memorial. The balance of Christmas Eve 
giving will go to general offering 

The Rock’s $600 check arrived. 

Year end financial giving report will be 
provided to the donors  as soon as possible.  

Julie had copies of the foundation reports and 
GCFA 10 tips. 

Lenten Study 

Crossover Year –We Make the Road by Walking 

This study began with Advent.  Our readings 
explore being “alive in the adventure of Jesus”.  
We’ve followed Jesus through the birth stories, 
his childhood and into adulthood.  We’ll 
continue to follow Jesus as he teaches, heals 
and performs miracles.  We are led to ask 
ourselves, “Do we, will we identify ourselves as 
honest and sincere followers of Jesus today?” 

In early March when we enter in to the season 
of Lent, our readings will explore being “alive in 
a global uprising.”  Joining in the adventure of 
Jesus, is a staring line to a lifetime of learning 
and action.  We will be challenged to stand up 
and help create new possibilities for the way 
things can be. 

Everyone is welcome, for a week or two, or 
many.  We read the scriptures and the weekly 
chapter to begin each session. 

We meet every Tuesday at 1:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. 



 

FEBRUARY & MARCH 2019 
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Every Friday noon to 1:30  
Open to all ! 

Red Cross Blood Drive on February 20 

Weekly Meetings   

Monday-Friday Living Sober 6:30 AM 

Monday ACOA 3:30 PM 

Monday Boy Scouts 6:30 PM 

Monday AA 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Al-Anon 12:00PM 

Tuesday & Thursday NA   7:00 PM 

Wednesday Mom’s & Babies 9:30 Am –11AM 

Wednesday Choir 4:30 PM 

Thursday TOPS 4:30 PM 
Friday Community Kitchen 12:00PM -1:30PM 

Friday & Saturday Teen Center  6PM-11PM 

2/1/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/3/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/6/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/6/19 SPRC 9:00 AM 

2/8/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/10/19 Worship--Scout Sunday 10:00 AM 

2/13/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/13/19 UMW 10:00 AM 

2/15/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/17/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/20/19 Admin Council 6:30 PM 

2/20/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/20/19 Red Cross Blood Drive 11:00-7:00 PM 

2/20/19 Trustees 3:30 PM 

2/22/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/23/19 AA Potluck 4:00-8:00 PM 

2/24/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/27/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

  March 2019   

3/1/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

3/3/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

3/6/19 Ash Wednesday   

3/6/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

3/8/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

3/10/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

3/12/19 SPRC 9:00 AM 

3/13/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

3/13/19 UMW 10:00 AM 

3/15/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

3/17/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

3/20/19 Admin Council 6:30 PM 

3/20/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

3/20/19 Trustees 3:30 PM 

3/22/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

3/24/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

3/27/19 Choir 4:30 PM 

3/29/19 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

3/31/19 Worship 10:00 AM 

February Birthdays 

03 Barb Polley 

06 Arnulfo Castrejon Ruelas 

14 Dan Smith 

20 Ashley Hernandez Ruelas 

24 Erleyne Jackson  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
13 Elias Ruelas  
14 Bill Renn 
14 Kathy Seureau 
17 Maureen Morgan 
23 Jose Ruelas 
25 Jo Miller 



 

LCUMC Sunday Schedule 

Worship Service                    10 AM 

Fellowship                            11 AM 

Office Hours: 

Pastor: Tuesday and Wednesday 

Secretary: Wednesday  9AM to Noon 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   

Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 

(Conner of Johnson and Emerson) 

PHONE 

509-682-2241  

 E-mail:   lakechelanumc@nwi.net 

Website: lakechelanumc.org 

STAFF: 

Lay Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 

Email: pastorlcumc@nwi.net 

 

Secretary: Julie Brown 

509-682-2241 

E-mail: lakechelanumc@nwi.net 
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Lay Pastor Karen Fisher 

“Celebrating 128 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 

@ 

Lake Chelan United Methodist 

mailto:lakechelanumc@nwi.net
mailto:lakechelanumc@nwi.net

