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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 127 years of service to the Lake Chelan Valley 

Happy New Year!  We’ve stepped over the threshold into a 
new year.  A year that will be different from the last.  Yet a 
year that will be the same as all years, in that it will be filled 
with change, loss, happiness, joy and everything in between.  
At the end of it, we will be exhausted…looking forward to the 
next “new year”. 
 

It seems we need markers, measurements, timelines, and thresholds at 
various points throughout our lives.  These symbolic “new beginnings” make 
our individual and collective journeys through life more manageable, helping 
us hold onto hope. 
 

I am amused by the comments of many others regarding this new year named 
2020.  Comments about vision, clarity and changing focus.   As I ponder this 
new year, there are several things on my mind.   
 

I had the opportunity to go to the movies with my granddaughter Ellie.  We saw 
“It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood”.  Though the movie is about Mr. 
Rogers, it is really about his impact on the life of Tom Junod, a magazine 
writer assigned to write a profile article about Fred Rogers.  This is a movie full 
of lessons for persons of all ages.  Lessons about kindness; about being fully 
present and interested in the person you are interacting with; and 
understanding that everyone has something to give, teach or bring to every 
relationship.  But the most important lesson from the movie was understanding 
that Fred Rogers made a conscious decision to be “Mr. Rogers” and he 
practiced being “Mr. Rogers” every day and every minute of every day.  Mr. 
Rogers was kind in a world that craved kindness. 
 

The United Methodist Church is on my mind.  The unrest within the 
denomination continues.  The 2019 Special General Conference last February 
did not solve the conflict within the church.  And many people were hurt by the 
decisions made during that session.  The unrest continues as we head toward 
the 2020 General Conference in May.  Much more harm is possible with the 
new rules impacting LGBTQIA+ persons taking effect on January 1, 2020.  For 
a denomination that takes pride in its Wesleyan roots, we seem to have 
forgotten John Wesley’s three simple rules.  Do no harm.  Do good.  Stay in 
love with God. 
 

We live in a world that needs the simple lessons of Mr. Rogers and the simple 
rules of John Wesley.  We live in a world of too much.  Even our minds 
become too cluttered; so overwhelmed that we become driven by fear, anger, 
impatience and disappointment.  Hope disappears. 
 

It is in the local church where we can return to the gospel message of hope.  
Here in Chelan, we can practice  Mr. Rogers simple lesson of kindness and 
practice John Wesley’s three simple rules.  We can continue working hard to 
be here for this community.  We can re-focus on what it means to be church, 
here, in this community.  Where we can be people of hope and joy, who are 
grateful, compassionate and kind. 
 

As we step into this New Year, may we “see” more clearly; may our hearts 
overflow with kindness; and may we continue to faithfully and courageously 
live out the gospel of Jesus Christ.  May we be the church God calls us to be. 
 

Pastor Karen 



 

Not much has 
changed! 
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A Bit of History   
Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins. January 9, 1955 

SPRC-Chair  Barb Polley,  

SPRC is meeting on Jan. 7 at 9:00 in the Social 

Hall.  The Thrive Lake Chelan in conjunction with 

the Chamber of Commerce will provide youth 

activities on Friday and Saturday nights January 

17th and 18th in the church social hall.  These 

nights will be highly supervised and chaperoned. 

This will be part of the activities offered for Winter 

Fest.   
 

Trustees: Chair Dan Smith 

Replaced kitchen faucet assemblies, replaced 

main line water pipe valve at west end of church, 

raked leaves front and side of church followed by 

snow blowing and shoveling 4 days later, cleaned 

out window wells in front of the Teen Center 

windows, service call on east end heat pump, and 

replaced exit sign light bulbs  
 

UMW-Ruth Hendrix, President 

The annual UMW rummage sale is in June. I know 

this sounds like a long way away, but please think 

about donating your gently used wearables and 

other interesting items. During the winter months 

is a great time to reduce those overstuffed closets 

and storage areas. The sale days are June 26th 

and 27th, of course the preceding days are for 

setup. 

No gender, experience, time requirements, or age 
limits are considered.  

Pastors Report: Karen Fisher     
 

It has been a busy time in the church.  As we 

face the new year, it seems we only have a quick 

moment to pause before it is busy, once more. 
 

It is time to prepare the 2020 budget.  To review 

your pledges and to budget expenses.  We begin 

2020 with a stronger financial position than that of 

2019.  We have strengthened our reserves.  We 

expect overall expenses to increase.  We know 

insurance costs will be higher.  We expect an 

increase of at lease 10 percent.  But there is 

good news, background checks and Ministry Safe 

training play a role in the calculation our liability 

insurance costs.  In 2019, we completed all of our 

required background checks for volunteers.  And 

those volunteers completed Ministry Safe 

training.  As a result, we will receive the best rate.  

We will see a decrease in our conference 

apportionments for 2020. 
 

Our journey through the church year continues.  

With the season of Epiphany leading us to 

Transfiguration Sunday on February 23, 2020.  

Followed by Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020. 

Church Updates 

 A number of our members and friends have 

gone to a warmer climate for the winter.  We 

miss then and wish them a wonderful rest and 

lots of fun.  They will be very welcome on their 

return.  
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Rural Church Engagement 
Karen Fisher 

Lake Chelan UMC is involved in the Rural Church 

Engagement Initiative (RCEI).  This is a group of 

small and rural churches throughout the Greater 

NW Episcopal Area of The United Methodist 

Church.  The purpose of this group is to work 

together and learn ways for engaging in ministry 

within our communities on a sustainable basis.  

Each church has a Rural Church Engagement 

team.  Each church is assigned to a Cohort group.  

Lake Chelan UMC team members: Kathy Seureau, 

Barb Polley, Ruth Hendrix and Karen Fisher.  
 

Our Rural Church Engagement (RCE) team is 

busy.  We are meeting monthly via ZOOM with our 

Cohort group.  We are given monthly assignments.  

Our team meets monthly to do our “homework”.  So 

far, we’ve created a community asset map which 

required that we looked closely at our community.  

We’ve looked closely at our church to identify our 

assets.  We identified organizations and people 

that we should visit.  We are having conversations 

with people in the community, listening and 

learning, identifying needs within the community.  

We are thinking about what we might do and who 

we need to connect with. 
  

During December, we focused on how we are 

communicating with our congregation and with the 

community.  We realized we are not effectively 

communicating to all our members and 

congregants.  We are identifying those who are not 

receiving information from us.  We will identify the 

best method of communicating to those we are 

missing and take corrective action.  We are also 

updating our contact lists.  We tested our social 

media communication skills during December as 

we advertised our Blue Christmas and Christmas 

Eve services.  We learned we have some things to 

figure out!  
 

As a participant in the RCEI, our church is 

assigned a coach to help us on this journey.  In 

December we were assigned our coach, Mary 

Huycke.  We look forward to working with Mary. 

In Memory of Hazel Gertrude Rose 

September 12, 1931 –December 17, 2019 

The Great Hubbard Squash Affair 
By: Dan Smith 

Hazel Rose has been noted far and wide for her 

excellent garden and the vegetables it produced.     

However there seems to be a rumor about two 

certain Hubbard  Squash in particular.   
 

Bill Renn and Dan Smith love the squash and vied 

for the largest squash to come from the garden.     

Jack and Hazel carved our initials on two small 

squash in early summer and we proceeded to watch 

them grow.    Now, you must know that Bill fishes for 

Dungeness Crab at Whidbey Island and shares the 

catch with the Roses.   It has been rumored that 

Hazel would crush the calcium-rich crab shells and 

worked them into the soil under the squash that held 

Bill’s initials.  No one is sure if shell material was 

EVER placed under Dan’s squash.  
 

As the squash grew so did the size of the carved 

initials….a beauty to behold!  Come fall harvest, the 

largest squash was Bill’s!  Dan’s was a distant 

second place. Not one to “squash’ a rumor, but it is 

believed that the shells never made to Dan’s squash.    

Perhaps it was fitting for Bill, the winner, because he 

provided the crab.    Dan, moreover, had nothing to 

“crab” about as the squash was really very tasty!     

Hazel Rose lived a long life. Filled with delight and joy.  
A life guided by love and compassion.  A life full of 
gratitude. 

Hazel was a woman of deep faith.  She loved and 
served God faithfully.  And she loved and served her 
neighbors extravagantly.  She cherished her family and 
friends...and their families and friends.   

Hazel’s favorite saying was “count your blessings.”  She 
rejoiced in her blessings and abundance.  And she 
shared freely.  She was known for her extravagant 
hospitality. 

Hazel delighted in God’s beauty; in the soil and all that 
grew from the soil.  And in every spare moment, Hazel 
would be outside working in her garden.  Growing 
cucumbers, corn, squash, zucchini, beans, peas, 
carrots, radishes, tomatoes, potatoes, and more.  She 
loved engaging in earthworks projects.  Being outside 
with shovel in hand – these were the moments that truly 

fed Hazel and kept her spirit fresh. 

Hazel was earthy, practical and fun while faithfully living 
out God’s commandment.   To love God with all your 
heart, and soul, and mind; and to love your neighbor as 
yourself.  She was a servant.  Faithfully serving others, 
helping the hungry and the homeless.  Sharing her 
riches, abundance and blessings with others. 
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Christmas Sprit 
By Vicki Carr  

I was walking back to my Riverwalk Park condo on Christmas Eve with a Safeway bag in each hand. I 

crossed the street from Washington Federal bank to Kelly Allen's insurance office and turned left to walk 

down the sidewalk to the Post Office. 

Suddenly a teenage girl with a big smile on her face ran up to me. "Do you need some help to get home?" 

she asked. Another teenage girl and a boy about 10 hurried up to join us, a little out of breath and stood 

nearby without a word. 

Well, I smiled and said I only had to walk across the bridge to get home, and I thanked her. 

"Well," the girl continued, "I was just driving by and I thought maybe you might want some help. I can drive 

you home if you like. . ." she said cheerfully and giggled. 

I was astonished. I looked carefully at the three of them trying to determine if they were local and might 

know me, or if they were just friendly visitors. I couldn't tell, but I kidded her asking if she was trying to win 

the Good Citizen of the Year award. 

"No. I just wanted to help you if you needed it!" she confirmed with a laugh as they dived through the hedge 

into the parking lot, heading for their car. 

I was stunned. Would her parents be shocked that she had offered a ride to a stranger? Or would they be 

happy that she had wanted to do such a kind thing for a white-haired woman? 

My final thought was that she was brimming over with the Spirit of Christmas and had acted impulsively. 

And. . .that I wished I could shout from the rooftops that not all young people are self-absorbed and clue-

less about how to get along in the world. All you have to do is open your eyes and you'll get a glimpse of 

outstanding, unselfish acts of kindness performed by young adults. Praise God! 

                                              --Vicki Olson Carr, age 76 



 

January— February WORSHIP LIST 

Worship responsibilities are established by the Worship Committee on a quarterly basis. The list is kept in the Narthex. If you cannot  help on the Sunday 
you have been listed , please find your own replacement and make the change on the Narthex list.  Thank you! 

7  Rivers UMW “Spiritual Day Apart 

Date Greeters Usher Capt.  Fellowship  Liturgist 

The 11-month year to date operating results are 

included in this newsletter.  Year to date, our 

operating income exceeds operating  expenses by 

$1,687.   Over the last few months, we have 

benefited from giving that is above and beyond our 

expectations. We are very grateful for these 

generous extra gifts.  Also, the Harvest Dinner was 

a success.  The income from the dinner is reported 

in our November results. The costs for the dinner 

will be reflected on our December operating 

results.  I don’t have detailed costs, but the overall 

results of the Harvest Dinner are very positive. 
 

Results for the month of December should be 

positive.  Giving for the month of December 

exceeds our expectations.  We will end the year on 

a positive note with a much improved financial 

position as we begin the new year.  Now, it is time 

to review the planned giving for next year and 

prepare the budget for 2020. 
 

We are grateful and blessed by your faithful 

support. 

LCUMC Operating Report  
Jan. 1 to November, 30 2019  

 

Theme: 

“Fruits of the Sprit” 

Date: 

March 21, 2020 

Place: 

Prosser, WA 
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Finance Comments 

One particular four-year old prayed, "And forgive 
us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put 
trash in our baskets."  
   
A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you 
can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it. 
I'm having a real good time like I am." 
   
A Sunday school teacher asked her little 
children, as they were on the way to church 
service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in 
church?" One bright little girl replied, "Because 
people are sleeping." 

From a Kid’s view 

Jan. 5 Bill Renn & Dan Smith Bill Renn Linda Renn Barb Polley 

Jan. 12 Vicki Carr Vicki Carr Mary Ann Warren Vicki Carr 

Jan. 19 Barb Polley & Char G Barb Polley Susan McKinnon Helen Closson 

Jan. 26 Susan McKinnon Susan Mckinnon Barb Polley & Char Garton Shirley Vaughn 

Feb. 2 Cal & Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn Shirley Vaughn Cal Vaughn 

Feb. 9 Wayne C. & Steve E.  Wayne or Steve Kathy Seureau & Ruth Hendrix Wayne C. 

Feb. 16 Erleyne Jackson & Pat Risley Erleyne Jackson Linda Renn Susan McKinnon 

Feb. 23 Dan Smith & John Olson Dan Smith Vicki Carr Kathy Seureau 

INCOME YTD Total 

Fund Raisers        1,540.51  

Donations/In-kind           397.06  

Plate/Offerings       14,260.00  

Other Inc. Building use         4,100.00  

Tithes/Pledges       51,595.00  

Operating Income:        71,892.57  

EXPENSES:   

Music Contract        2,300.00  

Staff Wages/Taxes       30,504.32  

Conference Apportionments       11,798.71  

Facilities Expense       18,663.06  

Professional/Accounting        1,800.00  

Office Expense        2,686.07  

Program Expense        2,453.72  

Total Operating Expense       70,205.88  

Net Operating Income        1,686.69  

OTHER INCOME   

Restitution Income        1,228.70  

Mission Giving        2,489.78  

Designated Giving             20.00  

Total Other Income        3,738.48  
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by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 

The flying cloud, the frosty light; 

The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 
 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 

For those that here we see no more, 

Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 

And ancient forms of party strife; 

Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 
 

Ring out the want, the care the sin, 

The faithless coldness of the times; 

Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 

But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 

The civic slander and the spite; 

Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good. 
 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 

Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 

Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace 
 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 

Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
 

For centuries, shortly before midnight on New Year's 

Eve campanologists (bell ringers) made their way 

towards England's parish churches where, on the stroke 

of midnight, they begin the ancient ritual of ringing out 

the old year and ringing in the new. 

The sentiments expressed in Tennyson's poem Ring 

Out, Wild Bells still resonate almost two hundred years 

after it was first published. The poem speaks of bringing 

relief from grief, about casting aside everything that was 

sad and bad about the year that has passed and makes 

fervent wishes that the better aspects of human nature 

will emerge in the future. 

Each New Year brings a symbolic opportunity for a new 

beginning.  We still hope for the things this poem speaks 

of.  To bring about social change. To become kinder, 

more equal, and just. To replace greed and war with 

peace.  Live into the future as Christ. 

Ring Out, Wild Bells (1850) A Christmas Message from Bishop Stanovsky   

When I was a little girl and it was just about 

Christmastime, we’d go out as a family in the station 

wagon and we’d get a Christmas tree at a lot. We’d 

bring it home and we’d get out the boxes of 

decorations to hang on the tree, and when we came to 

the tinsel, the shiny tinsel; in my family we called it 

rain. 
 

Now, my friends when I grew up made fun of me for 

that. They thought hanging rain on a tree was a pretty 

dismal thing to do. But as a child, it was the rain that 

reflected the light and that reflected symbolically the 

love of God in our lives, and so that taught me that at 

Christmas time it isn’t so much about what’s really 

going on  the surface of things. It’s really about what’s 

going on in here that matters. 
 

That amazing couple, Joseph and Mary, traveled to a 

distant town. It’d be like my family going to the 

mountains of western Virginia where my family first 

migrated to this nation. 

They were in a place they didn’t know. 

They were not among family. 

They were about to have a baby out of wedlock. 

They were homeless. 

They were displaced. 

They were alone. 
 

And it was there that they experienced this amazing 

miracle as this tiny baby was born to them. God’s 

miracle that life can come with joy, and anticipation, 

and incredible blessing even in the worst of 

circumstances. And so, we all these years later, we 

celebrate what happened that night and we do it by 

lighting lights and listening to music, making music, 

singing music. We do it by eating great food and 

inviting people over to our homes and saying, “Oh, 

let’s get together and celebrate this amazing thing that 

happened to Joseph and Mary when the tiny baby 

Jesus was born.” 
 

You know you can get lost in all of that. You can make 

it about the food and the song and the lights. 

I invite you this Christmas to step outside. 

Step outside of your home. 

Step outside of your preparation. 

Step outside of your expectations, your anxiety. 

Step outside of your sorrow to see what God’s up to 

this year this Christmas. What’s being born? 

Step outside to see the goodness, the kindness, how 

merciful God is, and take a deep breath. 
 

The heavens will dance. Peace will settle gently. Hope 

will shine again and anew for us. God is faithful. God 

is steadfast. 
 

May it be to us according to God’s promises for this 

day, for our lives, for our church, for our nation, for the 

whole beautiful world. A blessing to you. Amen. 
 

Bishop  Elaine Stanovsky 

 December, 2019 



 

January– February 2020 
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 WEEKLY MEETINGS   

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 

Monday ACoA 3:30 PM 

Monday Scouts 6:30 PM 

Monday AA 7:00 PM 

Tuesday Al-Anon 12:00 PM 

Tuesday  NA 7:00 PM 

Wednesday Moms and Babies 9:30 AM 

Wednesday TOPS 10:00 AM 

Thursday NA 7:00 PM 

Friday Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

Fri-Sat  Teen Center 6PM-11PM 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

01 Mary Ann Warren 

08 Jaid Tilbury Schmidt 

28 Chuck Podlich 
  

February Birthdays 

03 Barb Polley 

06 Arnulfo Castrejon Ruelas 

14 Dan Smith 

20 Ashley Hernandez Ruelas 

24 Erleyne Jackson  

 January 2020  

1/1/20 New Years Day   

1/3/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

1/5/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

1/5/20 Worship Epiphany 10:00 AM 

1/7/20 SPRC 9:00 AM 

1/8/20 UMW 10:00 AM 

1/8/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

1/10/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

1/12/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

1/12/20 Worship Baptism of the Lord 10:00 AM 

1/15/20 Trustees 3:30 PM 

1/15/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

1/15/20 Admin 6:30 PM 

1/17/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

1/18/20 Winterfest   

1/19/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

1/19/20 Worship--SPECIAL OFFERING 10:00 AM 

1/22/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

1/25/20 AA Potluck 4:00-8:00 PM 

1/26/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

1/26/20 Worship 10:00 AM 

1/29/20 FCCLA   

1/29/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

  February 2020   

2/2/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

2/2/20 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/5/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/7/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/9/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

2/9/20 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/12/20 UMW 10:00 AM 

2/12/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/14/20 Valentine’s Day  

2/14/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/16/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

2/16/20 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/19/20 Red Cross Blood Drive 11:00-7:00 

2/19/20 Trustees 3:30 PM 

2/19/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/19/20 Admin 6:30 PM 

2/23/20 Sunday School 9:00 AM 

2/23/20 Worship 10:00 AM 

2/26/20 Choir 4:30 PM 

2/28/20 Community Kitchen 12:00-1:30 PM 

2/29/20 AA Potluck 4:00-8:00 PM 



 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   
Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 
PHONE 

509-682-2241  
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net    

  
Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 
Church Hours:  

Tuesday & Wednesday 
Secretary: Julie Brown 

  

Website: lakechelanumc.com 
 

 
Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church 

Prayers for: 

 Kathy’s sister, an ESL family as they 
approach their next hearing -John King 
recovering from a stroke: Rob Rainville 
and Sharon Lukas recovery following 
surgery Ed, (Erleyne’s friend) recovering 
from broken femur, jerry, Char’s brother 
in law, suffering from cancer and Alice 
Soma who has major health issues.  

 

 The families of Ken Erstad, Elbert 
Hubbard, Michal Paul & Hazel Rose as 
they grieve the death of a loved one.  

  

Prayers for those who: 

 Are traveling, are alone , are victims of 
gun  violence or are suffering pain and 
darkness 

Prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving 
for: Frances, who is doing well at 96 and  
for the amazing growth of our young ones. 
 

If you have a prayer request please contact 
the Church office.  
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher  

“Celebrating 127 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 


