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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 128 years of service to the Lake Chelan Valley 

I have pondered many things during the last two months.  With each new 
day, something new  to ponder, to wonder about or sometimes even fear.   
There is so much that I could share with you.  But this is the most 
important thing right now…I miss you all.  I look to the time when we can 
gather together in person. 

In these uncertain times, we do not yet know when that will happen.  Our 
Bishop, Elaine Stanovsky, extended the suspension of in-person worship 
through the month of May.  Please read her article included in this 
newsletter. 

This is what love looks like right now.  We show our love by keeping our 
distance from one another.  It seems like an upside down way of looking at 
love.  Doesn’t it?  But if we are to love as God commands, it is the right 
way to love.  When Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment, 
he responded in this way, “You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your being, and with all your mind.  This is the first and 
greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: You must love your 
neighbor as you love yourself. (Matthew 22:37-39 CEB) 

We must look through God’s lens of love and we must love like Jesus in all 
that we do.  In a time, such as this, that means we must stretch ourselves, 
look deeper and think differently for the sake of all our neighbors.  For 
we are all vulnerable in different ways.  Vulnerability has always existed 
and will always exist.  May our understanding and acknowledgement of this 
be our “new normal”. 

When we next gather together in worship, it will be different.  How 
different?  We do not know at this point.  We will show our love by doing 
what is best for the sake of the most vulnerable of our neighbors.  In the 
meantime, let us continue to be together in Spirit by worshipping online 
with our neighbors and praying for one another, our community and the 
world. 

We were created to be in community.  This time of quarantine and 
isolation is so difficult.  The most important thing we can do is to check in 
with one another.  I love to hear from you.  Tell me how you are doing.  Let 
me know if you need anything.  Or just want to talk.  Call or send an email 
if you prefer. 

You are in my prayers. 

Love and Peace, 

Pastor Karen 

509-860-1377 
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SPRC-Chair  Barb Polley,  

SPRC did not meet this month.  Our 
congregation made contact for Easter by using 
the prayer chain.  We were able to get our 
Easter cross out in front of the Church.  It 
was full and beautiful sending a positive Easter 
message to all.  Pastor Karen has been working 
to take care of some office technology issues.  
  

Thank you to all our wonderful congregation 
for their pledges and support during this 
time.  We have been staying in touch by  
e-mail and phone and keeping each other in our 
prayers.  
  

Treasurer’s Report:  Susan McKinnon 
First of all, it's been very gratifying to have 
our members mailing in their weekly/monthly 
pledges!  That truly speaks well of the 
dedication felt for the church, especially in 
this time when we cannot meet.  Before the 
"Stay Home-Stay Healthy" ruling came down, 
Linda was sanitizing the entrance, door knobs, 
bathrooms, and meeting rooms for those who 
were able to have regular meetings.   
 

Financial obligations and bills are being paid 
right along.  Another difference, due to 
COVID-19, is the way things are done with 
August Edge because of their agents working 
from home, but it's worked out pretty 
well.  Pastor Karen has put in many hours 
trying to get the new financial program onto 
our computer and she hopes to overcome the 
problems soon.   
 

Spring has come which means the snow-blower 
and snow shovel have been put away and we 
thank Dan and Bill for doing the winter 
sidewalk clearing.  Cal had Edges and Hedges 
do an early yard cleanup, and weekly mowing 
will soon start. 

 ADMIN BOARD  REPORT 

Other Stuff!!   

Online Worship Service Instructions 

Beautiful Spring blossoms at the LCUMC 

In case you are interested in 
being part of a livestream 
worship service but are not 
tech savvy, Pastor Karen has 
put together some easy steps 
to follow instructions on how to connect.    

Wenatchee First United Methodist Church 
offers a livestream worship service at 10:00 AM 
Sunday mornings.  The services are recorded and 
available for later viewing at your 
convenience.  You can access the services in two 
ways.  Via the Wenatchee FUMC website or via 
the Facebook page.  You do not need a Facebook 
account to watch. 

Wenatchee First webpage - https://
www.firstumchurch.org/ 

Go to the webpage, click on worship button, then 
click on Livestream.  You will be taken to a new 
page.  Then click on WATCH LIVE 10:00 AM 
EVERY SUNDAY.  This will take you to the 
Facebook page.  Once there, you will find the 
Livestream in the latest video category.  Most 
likely the one on the left. 

Wenatchee First Facebook - https://
www.facebook.com/fumcwenatchee/ 

Go to the Facebook page, click on the videos 
button along the left side.  This will take you to 
the videos.  Once there, you will find the 
Livestream in the latest video category.  Most 
likely the one on the left. 

I recommend trying to navigate through the links 
ahead of time.  You will be able to find worship 
services from the previous weeks which will let 
you know that you’ve successfully navigated to 
the Livestream services. 

This is just one of the many worship services 
provided by our United Methodist churches in 
the Greater Northwest Area.  Please let Pastor 
Karen know if you are interested in exploring 
other worship experiences.    

A big Thank You to Susan and Linda who 
cleaned up the Parsonage yard.  They filled 7 
garbage bags so it is ready for the coming 
season! 
 

Wednesday, April 22nd there was a Red Cross 
Blood Drive at the church.  There has been a 
pressing need for blood and we are pleased that 
even with the pandemic they were able to hold 
the blood drive.  
Thanks to Barb Polley for her never ending 
support of the mission of the church.   

https://www.firstumchurch.org/
https://www.firstumchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcwenatchee/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcwenatchee/
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Bishop’s COVID-19 Notice #5.1 – Amended April 27, 2020 

 From the Greater Northwest Area of the UMC  March Newsletter 
By: Elaine J.W. Stanovsky Bishop 

 

EXTENSION OF WORSHIP SUSPENSION AND BUILDING CLOSURES 

As bishop of the Greater Northwest Area of The United Methodist Church, I am extending the suspension of in-
person worship in United Methodist Churches and other ministries and the closure of church facilities to all but es-
sential services throughout the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences through May 30, 
2020, despite the loosening of restrictions in some or all of the states of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washing-
ton. This date may be reconsidered as circumstances change. 

How did I come to this decision, and what does it mean? 

MARCH 24: Suspension of In-Person Worship and Closure of Buildings. 
On March 24 I directed that in-person worship and other gatherings be postponed in United Methodist 
Churches and other ministries through April 30, 2020. At the same time, I directed that all Church facilities 
were to be closed except for essential services. These actions were taken to protect the health of vulnerable 
people, to slow the spread of the disease, and to prevent health care systems from becoming overwhelmed 
by a sudden surge of cases needing hospital beds and equipment.    

You helped keep people HEALTHY! 
You did it! You made adjustments and found ways to be church without gathering for in-person worship. Your 
actions, and the general population’s compliance with the orders of the governors appear to have slowed the 
spread, flattened the curve of the crisis, and averted a crisis in our health care systems. I thank God for the 
incredible ways you have contributed to these outcomes. At the same time, we grieve over people who have 
contracted COVID-19, some of whom have been hospitalized and even died. And we continue to hold in our 
hearts and prayers all who are at risk for this disease because they render essential services, or have 
compromising health conditions, or who, because of systemic inequities in our society live with little or no 
social safety net. 

EASTER: You celebrated Resurrection in the Shadow of Death. Alleluia! 
You found ways to overcome all kinds of obstacles to celebrating Easter. Your clergy and lay leaders have 
demonstrated an adventuresome spirit, as you learned how to care for one another, conduct worship and 
support vulnerable people in your neighborhoods, while maintaining physical distancing and suspending all 
gatherings. Christ the Lord was Risen again this Easter, with shouts of Alleluia!, prayers for strength and 
healing, and acts of generosity. Well done, good and faithful servants.    

MAY 1 
We are now approaching the end of the directives I gave on March 24 and many of you are eager to know 
whether the restrictions will be lifted or extended. I am closely monitoring the guidance and criteria for 
loosening restrictions in each of our four Greater Northwest states, as well as the daily reports of new cases, 
deaths and health system capacity. As you know, the disease has unfolded at different rates across the area. 
And the cultural and political climates across our region are varied, leading to different assessments of the 
risks involved. I find myself leading in the midst of continued uncertainty and significant controversy about the 
best course of action. Three value-based priorities inform my leadership as your bishop. 

Do No Harm: Protect the public health 

Do Good: Share the financial burden with persons most vulnerable to economic impacts 

Stay in Love with God: Promote the life-giving ministries of the Church 

DO NO HARM. Protect Public Health 
Following the leadership of four very different governors, our four states are all weathering the pandemic 
better than expected. All four governors have laid out the criteria that must be met before incremental, phased 
loosening of restrictions within their states begins. I am pre-disposed to trust the governors of each state to 
listen to their health care advisors, know their regions and give prudent guidance. At present none of these 
four governors has reported that the criteria within their state have been met. As Christians and citizens 



 

committed to protecting public health, we are responsible both to abide by the guidance of government and 
health officials, and to assess whether the Church holds itself to a higher standard of caution than the states 
direct. 

First, we need to evaluate whether the governors’ own criteria have been met before loosening restrictions. 
As of this writing (4/27/2020) Alaska and Idaho have begun to loosen restrictions on gatherings of faith 
communities. Oregon and Washington have not taken similar actions at this time. Despite the affirmation by 
governors that testing and case tracking are necessary to protect public health, based upon their own 
published documents and reports, I cannot verify that each state has the capacity for testing and case 
tracking necessary to prevent spread of the disease. 

Second, if a state meets its own criteria, and loosens restrictions, I will continue to ask whether it is prudent 
for the Churches to do likewise. Without adequate testing and case tracking, church gatherings may allow 
the virus to spread unchecked and expose people who are at most risk for severe illness, due to age, access 
to health care or compromising health conditions. 

DO GOOD. Share the Burdens of Most Vulnerable Persons 
During this season of closed buildings and postponed in-person worship, I hope that every congregation will 
re-engage its neighbors, by partnering with community organizations that are directly involved with people 
who are most vulnerable to the economic impacts of the pandemic. How this neighborhood engagement 
looks will be specific to your congregation, its context, and the partnerships you are able to form to serve 
people most at risk during this crisis. I heard the other day of a church in a small town that set up a “tab” with 
the local grocer so that people who needed food could “shop” for what they needed and charge it to a tab 
that the Church paid. In this win-win-win arrangement, people get food, the church serves people in need 
whom they may not even know, and the grocer’s business is supported in the process. There is no recipe for 
this kind of innovative response. It’s all based on local relationships that can become networks of care. 

STAY IN LOVE WITH GOD. Promote the Life-Giving Ministries of the Church. 
While I know that the effectiveness of ministry and health of congregational life suffer when people are not 
able to gather for worship, this hardship does not justify taking the risk of spreading the disease through 
church gatherings, or exposing older and health-compromised people to infection and possible death by re-
opening our church gatherings too soon. I trust and know that the leaders and people in each church are 
finding creative ways to continue to serve God’s promise of abundant life for all people and the whole 
creation despite these extreme circumstances. When the time is right, we will gather again and re-build and 
renew our ministries. 

MAY 31 – PENTECOST 
As we enter another month of some level of physical separation, let’s hope that we will be able to gather in 
our churches on Pentecost, May 31. Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church, when people from 
many nations gathered in Jerusalem to hear Peter preach. The book of Acts describes how the people 
understood what he said, even though they spoke many different languages. I hope that we will be able to 
gather in worship that day – maybe sooner. Let’s hold it as a date to hope for, to pray for, to work for. And if it 
can’t be May 31 – if it comes sooner, or later – then, we’ll adjust, just as we have been adjusting for these 
many weeks.     

I don’t need to remind you that God is with us and at work. I don’t need to remind you that miracles happen 
every day, even in the midst of disease and death, as people of generous hearts pour their lives out in love 
and service where there is need. We are blessed to be a blessing. Thanks be to God, who opens the way of 
life before us.  

May God bless you and keep you today and through the days ahead. 

  

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky 

Continuation of Bishop’s Report   
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"TODAY IS A GOOD DAY TO HAVE A GOOD DAY"   



 

Easter 2020 Revisited 
By Barb Polley  

The year to date operating report for February 
29, 2020 provides good news for the church as 
we enter into the unknowns of COVID-19 
pandemic.  Our cash position was boosted with 
the 2019 earnings from our endowment account 
investments.  The earnings are designated to pay 
certain conference apportionments and 
operating expenses. 
 
Since our last in-person worship on March 8, 
2020, we are receiving your offerings and 
tithes, mainly through the mail.  We are grateful 
for your faithful giving.  March and April giving 
levels allowed us to meet our March and April 
obligations while maintaining reserves.  Look for 
an operating report for April 30, 2020 in the 
May newsletter.      

LCUMC Operating Report  
January  1 to February 29, 2020 
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Finance Comments  

INCOME YTD Total 2/29/20 

Endowment Earnings  5,505.57  

Fund Raisers             (46.06) 

Offerings         2,349.00  

 Other Inc. Building use             400.00  

Tithes/Pledges        10,670.00  

Operating Income:         18,878.51  

EXPENSES:   

Staff Expense         4,863.09  

Conference Apportionments         1,866.04  

Facilities Expense         3,351.70  

Professional/Accounting            302.55  

Office Expense            418.07  

Program Expense            150.62  

Total Operating Expense        10,952.07  

Net Operating Income         7,926.44  

OTHER INCOME   

Mission Giving            277.54  

Total Other Income              277.54  
Total Net Income:         8,203.98  

Easter- Even though we could not gather we did get the Large Easter cross out in front of the church 
in time for Easter.   Susan McKinnon and I  wanted to have some 
forsythia for the background to add that bright yellow "welcome to 
Easter" color!  Susan remembered that Ludeana  had a big forsythia 
bush.  Vickie and Dale Hoffman's son, Christopher, bought 
Ludeana's  house.  we called Vickie, who contacted Christopher, who 
said, "Sure, you are welcome to come and cut as much as you 
want!"  So on Saturday at noon Susan and I met to cut forsythia.   
 

Susan had also bought some cut flowers to put on the cross. My 
California daughter-in law had sent me a huge arrangement of lilies 
for Easter, so I took one that was big and had two blooms that were 
fully open and placed it right in the middle of the cross.  We put all 
of the forsythia on first and then filled the rest up with all of the 
flowers we had, but could not put it out on Saturday, because the 
wind was blowing a gale!   
 

So on Sunday Morning at 8:00AM we met at the church to put it out 
in front.  We got it in place, tied it to the post, put up the Easter 
message that Jesus Christ is risen today.  It felt like we had done something beautiful to celebrate 
our Lord and Savior on Easter morning, April 12, 2020.  Hopefully others were able to drive by and see 
it.  We were so pleased to see that some flowers had been added to it, so we know that others 
appreciated it also! 
 

Also at Easter we used the Prayer Chain to call and contact everyone to make sure we were all OK. and 
to encourage them to go by the church on Easter to see the cross. 



 

Hello from Chuck and Sharon Podlich 

Pastor’s Report  

.  I’ve been working from home since March 23 following the Bishop’s directive to cancel all in-person 
gatherings in Greater NW Area United Methodist churches and Governor Inslee’s stay home order. 
  We last gathered together for worship on March 1, 2020, the first Sunday in Lent.  We were able to 
gather in small groups (Sunday School, Lenten Study & online worship viewing) during the next two 
weeks of March.  We are now in a holding pattern of sorts as it relates to the spiritual formation and 
growth activities.  I am providing links to online worship services via the weekly update.  
 

  The Rural Church Engagement team met with our coach, Mary Huycke, March 5.  Prior to the meeting 
we completed a survey of our progress and what we’ve learned during our involvement in this process.  
Barb Polley and I were scheduled to attend the Northwest Leadership Institute (NLI) in Boise, March 
18-20 for continued training focused on rural church engagement.  That event was cancelled.  Our work 
is more or less on hold until we are able to gather together again and regroup. 
   

One of the things we need to work on is communicating with our congregation and within the 
community.  During this time of distancing and isolation, we are working on our ways of communicating.  
We are seeing the weaknesses, where and how we need to improve.  We are learning the possibilities of 
social media.  We are posting weekly updates and sharing resources via Facebook.  Our main method of 
communication is via the weekly email updates.  We are blessed to have a telephone tree in place that 
has been helpful during this time.  
   

We have suspended the Lenten Study until we are able to gather together again.  We are reading  The 
Seventh Story – Us, Them & the End of Violence  written by Gareth Higgins and Brian McLaren.  We 
will pause in Chapter 4, taking this time to explore and reflect on the many examples of the Seventh 
Story in the world today.  Author Gareth Higgins identifies examples of the Seventh Story in cinema, 
in literature and poetry, in television, in non-fiction, in religious culture and in music for us to explore. 
   

I am working on transitioning from using a market priced QuickBooks Pro Online Subscription to the 
same subscription obtained through TechSoup, and organization which provides donated technology to 
non-profit organizations.  This transition is much more complicated and time consuming than expected.   
But I have the time, right now.  I will be setting up new subscription and will need to re-input our 2020 
transactions. 
   

I am participating in weekly ZOOM meetings with pastors and District Superintendents in Seven 
Rivers and the Inland districts; weekly webinars with the Bishop; and other scheduled informational 
meetings. 
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April 25, 2020 

We just wanted to check in and see how everyone is doing.   Have been thinking about the folks and praying 
everyone is staying safe.  

We are still on our sailboat in Mexico.   About half way down Costa Rica we realized we didn’t want to go through 
the Panama Canal after all and have our boat so far away from family and friends.   So we turned around and 
started our trip north shortly before COVID blew up.   We made it back to the marina in southern Mexico; 
planning to fly home when family said “stay on the boat”.  So we decided to keep sailing and 
get our boat into a marina on the Baja; only 1500 miles away.   We are now in the Puerta 
Vallarta area, about half way.   We are hoping to connect with DHL for some parts delivery 
and a minor repair.   Next week the winds get good for heading north so we will take off. 

Chuck has been to shore a few times briefly, dealing with the parts and getting 
groceries.   I have not been on land for a little over two weeks until we tied our boat at a 
marina dock today.  And then I surprised myself that I haven’t even lifted a finger.   Really 
hoping to connect with a takeout restaurant tonight!    

Wish everyone well and let them know we were thinking of them. 

Sharon and Chuck Podlich 



 

MAY 2020 

“JUST IN CASE WE OPEN” 
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Our Choir, Director and Organist are 
wearing new robes today. This added 
feature they greatly deserve. Our 
congregation will be pleased to have 
this done for a Choir who serves so 
faithfully. The Choir wishes to thank 
those who have contributed money 
for their robes 
“Onward we go, for still we hear them 
singing.  The music of the gospel leads 
us home”. 

A Bit of History   
Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins.   

May 22, 1955 

Lectionary Readings  
Easter Season and Pentecost 

From the Mouth of Kids 

One particular four-year old prayed, 
"And forgive us our trash baskets as we 
forgive those who put trash in our 
baskets."  
 

 A little boy was overheard praying: 
"Lord, if you can't make me a better 
boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a 
real good time like I am." 
 

 A Sunday school teacher asked her 
little children, as they were on the way 
to church service, "And why is it 
necessary to be quiet in church?"  
 One bright little girl replied, "Because 
people are sleeping." 

May WEEKLY Meetings 

Sunday 9:00 AM Sunday School  

Sunday 10:00 AM Worship  

Monday- Friday 6:30 AM Living Sober   

Monday  3:30 PM ACoA   

Monday  6:30 PM Scouts   

Monday  7:00 PM AA   

Tuesday Noon Al-Anon   

Tuesday 7:00 PM NA T  

Wednesday 9:30 AM Moms and Babies   

Wednesday 10:00 AM TOPS   

Wednesday 4:30 PM Choir   

Thursday 7:00 PM NA   

Friday Noon Comm. Kitchen   

Friday-Saturday 6:00 PM Teen Center 

      
MAY SPECIAL EVENTS AND COMMITTEE MEET-

INGS 

5/4/20 6:00 PM DeeAnn Sanderson   

5/10/20 3:00 PM Kerry Travers Recital   

5/12/20 9:00 AM SPRC   

5/13/20 10:00 AM UMW   

5/14/20   Caroline Kelly Recital  

5/20/20 3:30 PM Trustees   

5/20/20 6:30 PM Admin Wed   

5/24/20 10AM Aldersgate/Heritage   

5/30/20 4:00 PM AA Potluck Sat   

5/31/20 10:00 AM Pentecost  

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

01 Ross Taylor 

07 Dave Robison 

17 Sharon Podlich 

Lectionary Readings – Easter Season & Pentecost 

May 3, 2020 – Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-
25; and John 10:1-10 

May 10, 2020 – Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 
Peter 2:2-10; and John 14:1-14 

May 17, 2020 – Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 
3:13-22; and John 14:15-21 

May 24, 2020 – Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 
Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; and John 17:1-11 

May 31, 2020 (Pentecost) – Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-
34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; and John 7:37-39 

 



 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   
Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 
PHONE 

509-682-2241  
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net    

  
Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 
Church Hours:  

Tuesday & Wednesday 
Secretary: Julie Brown 

  

Website: lakechelanumc.com 
 

 
Lake Chelan United 

 
Let us give thanks to God for abundant 
blessings, for food and shelter, and the 
love of family and friends. 
 
We give thanks for essential workers 
and their families.  We pray for their 
heath and safety.  We pray for all who 
are ill.  We pray for those who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  We pray 
for those who are struggling 
financially.  We pray for those who are 
lonely.  We pray for those in crisis.  Holy 
God, we pray for the blessing of your 
presence with all your beloved children 
in all places throughout the world.  Amen 
 
If you have a prayer request please 
contact Pastor Karen at 509-860-1377 
or email at pastorlcumc@nwi.net  
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher  

“Celebrating 127 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 


