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Wait. That is the word in front of us as we contemplate when we
might gather together in person within the space we know as
Lake Chelan United Methodist Church. We will wait. Because in
this place of uncertainty and unknowing, we do not yet know
when that time will come.
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We know that Bishop Elaine Stanovsky will continue to exercise
caution as we move forward. We know that United Methodist
church buildings will remain closed and the suspension of inperson worship will continue through June 14, 2020. However, June 15 is not a magic
date when everything will change. Last week, United Methodist churches in the
Greater NW Episcopal area received guidelines to help us plan, prepare and “reimagine life together” again.
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As we wait, we can prepare and plan. The guidelines show us that the opening of our
churches will be slow. A gradual and phased process. You will find a chart that
summarizes the phases of re-opening in this newsletter. Each church is required to
prepare a plan covering each phase in the process. This will take time and work. We
are asked to stretch ourselves. To look deeper and think differently about what it
means to be church.
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Nothing will be “normal”. Except, knowing that we are meant to be in relationship
with one another. And so, we must find new ways to worship, to connect, to maintain
and build relationships. Especially now, because most of our people fall within the
vulnerable, at risk, population. You will find an article in this newsletter, “How Can I
Keep from Singing?”, that talks about the risks of typical worship activities. Some of
the early hot spots for spread of COVID-19 were gatherings of faith communities in
worship.
There is so much information about this coronavirus. It is difficult to sort through
difficult to keep up with it all. Sometimes we are not sure what to believe.
Unfortunately, even with all the information available, so much about COVID-19
remains unknown. Only time will bring answers. Until then, for the sake of vulnerable
people in our midst, we must treat this disease as if it is a matter of life or death.
Because it is.
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We are followers of Jesus. Jesus commanded that we love God…and love people, all
our neighbors. We are Methodists. We are familiar with John Wesley’s three simple
rules. Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God. We will continue to show our
love by doing what is best and most hospitable for the sake of our most vulnerable
friends and neighbors. And so, we will wait. Until gathering in our building will do no
harm to our beloved friends and neighbors. We will wait until we ALL can be together,
safely.
Waiting. This is what love looks like right now.

Pastor Karen
PS - A message to the world from my brother-in-law, Dave, who works with vulnerable
people in the Spokane area and begs everyone to “Please! Please! Please! For the
sake of everyone, especially the nearly 25% of the population that has a disability or a
medical condition, wear a mask when out in the world.” Dave is a member of Manito
UMC in Spokane.
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New Things
Safely being church through the COVID-19
pandemic means that we are unable gather
together in the church building for worship,
Sunday School, Bible study, UMW meetings and
for the many other things that brought us into
the building. Back in March, we hoped this would
be a short-term change to our routines. It is
time to acknowledge this change to our routine
will continue. And we do not know how long this
change will continue .
It is time to consider doing some “new” things.
Telephone Ministry Team

We miss weekly fellowship and conversations
following worship. This was a time to pass along
information, greet each other, tell stories, laugh
together, to find ways to help one another…to be
in relationship. We want to create a team
interested in making regular telephone calls with
church members to check in with them and just
visit. Barb Polley will help organize this team.
Please contact her if you would like to help. Call
her or email her. (509) 888-2471 or
jeffandbarb@nwi.net
Weekly Sunday Devotion
Weekly worship provided an opportunity for
spiritual nourishment. Not all are able to
participate in virtual worship opportunities.
Pastor Karen plans to prepare a weekly devotion
focused on our Sunday scripture readings begin
this for Sunday June 7, 2020. The devotion will
be emailed or mailed out each week, available
before each Sunday. Please contact Pastor Karen
to confirm your email address or mailing address.
Call or email – (590) 860-1377 or
pastorlcumc@nwi.net
Weekly Interactive Gathering
We have the ability to gather together using
Zoom Meetings which can be accessed via
regular phone or via computers, tablets, and
smart phones. We could schedule a weekly
morning or evening prayer service. Or we could
do a Bible study, using a traditional approach or
using lectio Divina. Please call or email Pastor
Karen if you are interested.
Online Sunday Worship
For those wanting to participate in an online
worship, we will continue provide the links to
neighboring churches that stream services on
Sunday.

Continued from column 1: New Things

Updating Contact Information
This is an opportune time to update our
congregation contact information. We need to make
sure that we have your correct phone number,
mailing address, physical address, and email
address. We would like to know your preferred
method of receiving information from the Lake
Chelan UMC. We communicate primarily by email or
regular mail. Please let us know you preferred
contact method and please help us update your
contact information. Call or email Pastor Karen at
(590) 860-1377 or pastorlcumc@nwi.net or Barb
Polley at (509) 888-2471 or jeffandbarb@nwi.net

United Methodist Women
Ruth Hendrix

The United Methodist Women are still
undecided about if we will be able to hold our
annual rummage sale this year. June is a definite
no go. Please think of our UMW if you are
downsizing. We appreciate your gently used
donated items. Storage options for any donated
items will be announced in a future publication
The programs of National UMW are ongoing so
funds are needed. Anyone who wishes to donate
to our local UMW can mail a check to Kathy
Seureau at 320 First Creek Road, Chelan 98816.
Your financial support is appreciated by the
UMW and the church. Thank you for your
continuing support. Jean Bell, Kathy Seureau, Jo
Miller, Barb Polley, Linda Renn, Vicki Carr, Karen
Fisher and Ruth Hendrix. Although this is a
great group new members are always
welcome. Contact ruthehendrix46@g.mail.com
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Navy Dad: gone but not forgotten
by Vicki Olson Carr, This article appeared in the Wenatchee world in May 2020

As Memorial Day 2020 approaches thoughts of my father Ray Olson cross my mind. He signed up for the
Navy in 1944 when I was a few months old. And he served as an electrician on a hospital ship in the South
Pacific.
Waiting to ship out for active duty, he spent Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in the telephone room. His
buddies brought him Christmas dinner as he waited for his good-bye phone call to go through to my mother
living with me at her parents’ home in Entiat.
Finally he heard, “Mr. Olson, we’re putting your call through.” Who answered? My Polish immigrant
grandfather Johnny Veroske, and Dad asked to speak to Susie.
“She ain’t here,” Grandpa told him. Then my father heard the line go dead. Business over, Grandpa had hung
up the phone.

“I sat in that room and cried like a baby,” my father told me. Going far off to war at age 21 must have been
incredibly frightening. He was a member of the Greatest Generation.
I grew up in a house my father built in Lakeside after he got back from WWII. Dad and Mom were both
active members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW). It was hilarious to watch him make funny faces as
he wiggled into his skinny dress blues. He marched proudly in uniform many years as a representative of the
Navy in the Memorial Day parade through downtown Chelan. Other members of the VFW and American
Legion and their auxiliaries made up most of the sizable parade.
The VFW had wonderful Christmas parties for about 75 kids in Chelan, and the Fourth of July VFW carnival
was a highlight of the holiday weekend for local kids as well.
Every year or two when I was a little girl, Dad would have a spot on one of his thighs get red and infected
then erupt as another piece of shrapnel worked its way to the surface. He never said a thing about it nor
would he answer any questions about what it was like on the hospital ship.

One thing he did tell me, “There were a whole lot of servicemen who had it
worse off than I did. Some men were so crazy from the fighting that they
needed everybody they could find to help hold them down to load them
onto the ship.”
He told funny stories too. One story was about the way the military
branches got the food they wanted by raiding each other’s supply centers.
He said the Army lost their Thanksgiving turkeys once. Another story was
about looking down at his chow to see half a cockroach in his food.
Apparently he had already gobbled down the first half.
My father succumbed to the ravages of Alzheimer’s at the end of his life.
During my last visit, he couldn’t pull up my name and called me “the loving
girl”. And he puzzled out loud over problems with the electrical work he was
doing on the hospital ship. With memory and speech patterns faded from
his mind, at the very core of his being was the focus he yet had on the
most important role of his life. Serving in the US Navy during WWII.

Ray & Susie Olson with
daughter Vicki 1944
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Pentecost Sunday
Editor's Note: Many of these ideas are adapted from a story by the Rev. MaryJane Pierce Norton, retired staff member of
United Methodist Discipleship Ministries.
Pentecost, an important day in the life of the church, can be a wonderful opportunity for family worship, discussions about church and the Holy Spirit, and a celebration of our faith. Pentecost is celebrated the seventh Sunday after Easter, May 31, 2020.

Celebrating Pentecost as a family can be a wonderful experience for
adults and children. File photo courtesy United Methodist Communications .

On Pentecost Sunday, we remember the day the disciples received the Holy Spirit in a special way. There was a powerful
wind and tongues of fire (see Acts 2:1-41).
With the gift of the Spirit, the disciples were able to tell people from all over the world about Jesus in ways each could
understand. The Bible reports that about 3,000 people were baptized that day, creating the first church.
Creatively celebrating Pentecost in the home can be a wonderful addition to your family's devotional life, as you give
thanks to God for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the church.
Here are some ideas to help get you started.
Wear red: Red is the color of Pentecost, symbolizing the Holy Spirit's arrival with tongues of fire. Go through your closets and find red clothes to wear to church on Pentecost Sunday to join in the celebration!
Tell the story: Read together the story of Pentecost in Acts 2. Imagine the scene. Ask each family member what they
will try to remember from the story.
Pretend to be Peter: Peter was concerned that some people misunderstood the disciples' faith and the work of the Holy Spirit. If you were Peter today, what would you want to say to help others understand what it means to follow Jesus?
Bake together: Make a cake to celebrate the birth of the church. Red icing and candles serve as great reminders of the
Spirit coming as individual flames and resting on each of the disciples.
Enjoy the wind: Make and fly a kite. Blow bubbles and watch the wind carry them away. Play
with pinwheels. Talk about all the wind does, even though you cannot see it.

Flying a red kite can be a wonderful way to remember the winds of Pentecost. File photo by Mike
DuBose, United Methodist Communications.
Balloons: Use balloons to celebrate. Some balloons rise, while others do not. The difference is the
air inside. Helium is invisible, but we can see its effects on the balloon.
Learn the story of your church: Talk to an older member of your church or research the history of your congregation.
Ask members what the church was like when they began attending. Share your own memories of Sunday School, church,
and people who have been important in helping you grow in faith.
Make decorations: Make a banner, draw some pictures, or find another way to express the day artistically. Post your
creations around your home as reminders of the gift of the Holy Spirit and the church.
Pentecost in a box: Greeting cards, red streamers and birthday candles, gathered in a box, make for a simple way to
sit down and experience Pentecost with one another. Learn more.
Pray together: The Rev. MaryJane Pierce Norton shares the following prayer for families to use:

Gracious God. We are reminded again when the first believers in Jesus were given the courage to tell others about Jesus.
We believe you give us that same courage to tell others about Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. You know, O
God, that sometimes we are fearful and we feel alone. But just like that Pentecost long ago, we, too, are surrounded by
your love and presence. Help us live in such a way that others see in us a reflection of your love. Help us have the courage to tell others about the difference it makes in our lives to trust in your love and care. Help us see those around who
want to be in the fellowship of Christians. Help us to witness to one another so that we grow in faith. Through the power
of your Holy Spirit and the witness of your son, Jesus the Christ, we pray today. Amen.
This story was first published on May 25, 2017 and updated May 21, 2020.
*Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact him by email.
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LCUMC Operating Report
January 1, 2020 to May 28, 2020
Revenue
Contributions & Offerings
Mission Giving
Building Use
Memorials

23,725.53
481.23
840
230

Fundraisers
Total Revenue

25,276.76

Expenses
Staff Expenses
Apportionments & Offerings
Facility Expenses
Worship & Program
Professional Expenses
Office & Administrative
Total Expenses
Net Operating Revenue
Other Income
Other Expense
Total Net Revenue

9,482.12
3,894.08
6,749.64
434.31
450
794.35
21,804.50
3,472.26
5,505.57
-924.71
8,053.12

Pastor’s Report
On May 13, 2020, Bishop Stanovsky extended the
suspension of in-person worship in United Methodist
Churches and other ministries and the closure of
church facilities to all but essential services
throughout the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho and Pacific
Northwest Conferences through June 15, 2020.
This notice also provided information about the
reopening churches. Greater NW area leaders are
preparing a plan that will outline the process for “re
-opening” local United Methodist churches. The
plan should be available this week. The Bishop
cautioned that this process will be measured and
gradual and that there is no specific timeline, since
we do not know now how the disease will progress.
The “re-opening” will be a phased process. The
plan will provide the detailed descriptions of what is
required and what is allowed for each phase. Every
church will develop a plan to reopen that conforms
to the Phases outlined. Each church will need to
share its plan for reopening with their district
superintendent for the church to move from one
phase to the next. As wait for further direction, we
can begin thinking about the new opening of our
church. What challenges to physical and social
distancing does our building present? What kind of
plans do we need to consider for the outside groups
that use our building?

Finance Comments
The year to date operating report for April 30,
2020 provides good news for the church as we
live through the unknowns of COVID-19
pandemic. Our cash position was boosted with
the 2019 earnings from our endowment account
investments. The earnings are designated to pay
certain conference apportionments and operating
expenses.
We are receiving your offerings and tithes, mainly
through the mail. We are grateful for your
faithful giving.

Pastor’s Report Continued from column 1
I continue to work from home but do come up to
the Chelan every 10-14 days. I rely on church
leaders to keep me in the loop. Our means of
communicating with church members and the public
is through the weekly update, sharing posts on
Facebook, the newsletter and using the prayer/
telephone tree. Communication remains a key focus
area. We can learn from our experiences during this
period of physical distancing and isolation. We are a
church built around in-person gathering and
fellowship which provided the key means of
communicating, passing along information and
engaging with each other. Until we could not gather
together. Even though church may re-open soon,
expect physical distancing and isolation to continue.
Particularly those who are not physically able to
come to church and those who cannot risk exposure
to COVID-19. During last week’s SPRC meeting we
discuss setting up a group to make regular
telephone contact with every person connected with
Lake Chelan UMC.
Lake Chelan UMC has a business Zoom license. The
SPRC successfully met via Zoom on May 14. We
now have a method of gathering virtually which all
church groups can use. Those without computers
can call in with a regular phone. This is an asset
that we can use as we develop our plan for a new
“re-opened” church.
I completed the transition from using a market
priced QuickBooks Pro Online Subscription to the
same subscription obtained through TechSoup, an
organization that provides donated technology to
non-profits. The transition was much more
complicated and time consuming than expected.
But the savings were worth it.
I participate in weekly ZOOM meetings with pastors
and District Superintendents in Seven Rivers and the
Inland districts; weekly webinars with the Bishop;
and other scheduled informational meetings.
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Scripture Readings

A Bit of History

Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins. April 8, 1956
A Message from the Pastor (April 4,1956 - Los
Angeles)
Dear Willard and Chelan Congregation: They say,
“You can think around the world.” If that is so, I’ll
touch you with my thoughts and prayers Sunday
morning. Thanks Willard and Mrs. Stanton. Hello
Chelan congregation Jerry Ellington

From a Kid’s Point of View
A little boy was attending his first wedding.
After the service, his cousin asked him, "How
many women can a man marry?"
"Sixteen," the boy responded.
His cousin was amazed that he had an answer so
quickly. "How do you know that?"
"Easy," the little boy said. "All you have to do is
add it up, like the Bishop said: 4 better, 4 worse,
4 richer, 4 poorer."

Scripture Readings – for the coming Sunday’s
May 31, 2020 (Pentecost) – Acts 2:1-21; Psalm
104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 7:3739
June 7, 2020 (Trinity Sunday) – Genesis 1:1-2:4a;
Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20
June 14, 2020 – Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7; Psalm
116:1-2, 12-19; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:8
June 21, 2020 – Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10,
16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39
June 28, 2020 – Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13;
Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
23

Martha Ruelas

25

Jesse O'Neal

14

Katy Warren

How Can I keep Singing
This is a portion of an article published May 13, 2020, written by Cesie Delve Scheuermann, a consultant in grant writing and stewardship/development working with the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. Cesie also served as Conference
Lay Leader for the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference from 2008-2012.
Who knew that singing in and with a crowd indoors could be dangerous too? Yep. Two recent articles outlined the hazards of singing during a coronavirus pandemic. One was from the Washington Post and another was a
blog post written by Erin Bromage, a Comparative Immunologist and Professor of Biology at the U of Massachusetts.
Last semester he taught a course on the Ecology of Infectious Diseases.

According to Bromage, singing, “to a greater degree than talking, aerosolizes respiratory droplets extraordinarily well. Deep-breathing while singing facilitate[s]…respiratory droplets getting deep into the
lungs.” This is primarily based on the infamous community choir rehearsal in Skagit Valley early in the pandemic. Everyone at that rehearsal was asymptomatic, they followed social distancing, they were careful…and yet, according to
the Los Angeles Times, 45 out of 60 choir members became ill and two of them died.
A similar case hit in Germany where 59 out of 78 singers in Berlin’s Protestant cathedral choir became ill. As a result, Germany has banned communal singing in some areas.

Christianity Today recently unveiled their suggestions for churches in “Meeting Safely.” In their estimation, singing is

ripe for high transmission. For the foreseeable future, they recommend no singing unless one is wearing a
face mask. Other organizations recommend no singing at all and instead encourage using recorded music, videos, or instrumentals. As one Florida pastor who banned communal singing said, “The decision [to not sing]
probably applies to all faiths, if they’re blowing air out of their lungs onto furniture and other things.”
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, clearly did not have to deal with this kind of pandemic. In his
“directions for singing,” rule #4 (out of seven) states: “Sing lustily and with good courage. Beware of singing as if
you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more
ashamed of its being heard, than when you sung the songs of Satan.”
Oh, dear John…I’m afraid we are going to have to respectfully decline direction #4 for at least a year.
I have no idea what instructions will be given to congregations in the coming months around this notion of singing together. I do know that the possibility of “no singing” is heartbreaking. But gratefully, singing can come in all
forms.
Whether we’re singing with a mosaic choir on a screen or belting it out alone as we worship on-line, the
song in us does not stop. And, even more importantly, we can sing through our actions of kindness, generosity, and hopefulness.
Perhaps our collective singing will be silenced for a season but…

Page 8

Lakeshore Reflections

MAILING ADDRESS
Lake Chelan UMC
PO Box 1236
Chelan, Washington 98816
206 N Emerson St
PHONE
509-682-2241
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net

Pastor: Karen Fisher

509-860-1377
Church Hours:
Tuesday & Wednesday

Secretary: Julie Brown
Website: lakechelanumc.com

Lake Chelan United
Methodist Church

My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth's lamentation,
I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing
It finds an echo in my soul
How can I keep from singing?
What though my joys and comforts die?
I know my Savior liveth
What though the darkness gather
round?
Songs in the night he giveth
No storm can shake my inmost calm
While to that refuge clinging
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth
How can I keep from singing?
How can I keep from singing?
Link to entire article https://www.umoi.org/blogdetail/inspiringgenerosity-13996415
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