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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 128 years of service to the Lake Chelan Valley 

We are still waiting.  Still waiting and contemplating when we might gather 
together again in person at Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church.  Though we still do not know when 
that time will come for our church, we do have a 
process to help us plan for that time.  Because we 
remain in a place of much uncertainty and unknowing, 
expect abundant caution as we prepare and ultimately 
carry out our plan.  We are Methodists.  We are 
guided by John Wesley’s three simple rules.  Do no 
harm.  Do good.  Stay in love with God.  These three 
simple rules will guide our planning. 

On June 16, 2020,  In the Bishop’s COVID-19 Notice #7, Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky loosened restrictions on in person worship and building closures 
allowing transition from Phase 1 to Phase 2 of Reimaging Life Together 
process for United Methodist churches in the Greater NW Episcopal 
Area.  What does this mean?  If a church has prepared a plan, which has 
been approved by their district superintendent, and the plan is consistent 
with state and local public health guidance, then they may move to Phase 
2.  Please see the  chart on, page 7 in this newsletter, that summarizes 
the phases of reopening.  

In her notice, Bishop Stanovsky tells us, “Reimaging (Life Together) 
encourages each congregation to let go of some customs and traditions 
that have served for a season, and to discover and experiment with new, 
different forms of congregational life. The urgent push to gather again, 
shake hands and hug, to sing together, to break bread together at the 
communion table or the potluck table grows out of a yearning to return to 
habits that make us comfortable, but perhaps at the cost of safety. Could 
we think of COVID-19 as a season of “fasting” from familiar forms and 
habits of church? Could this be a time when we go through our church 
“closets” to see what still fits, and what looks great, and what is outdated, 
shabby, or just plain doesn’t fit anymore?”   

We will consider these words as we prepare our Reimaging Life Together 
plan.  We will also include in our plan the State of Washington’s specific 
requirements for churches as they reopen.  We have to remember that 
nothing will be “normal”, except knowing that we are meant to be in 
relationship with one another.  We invite anyone interested to join with us 
in this process of finding new ways to worship,  connect, and be together.  
Contact any member of the church administrative council. 

We are so tired of COVID-19 and ready to move on.  Unfortunately, so 
much about COVID-19 is remains unknown.  Even though we are impatient, 
we need treat this disease as if it is a matter of life or death.  Because it 
is for many of our neighbors.  My prayer is that we will continue to 
show our love by doing what is best and most hospitable for the sake 
of vulnerable friends, neighbors, and the strangers among us. 
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A Bit of History   
Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins. April 22, 1956 

On June 16, 2020, Bishop Stanovsky issued 
COVID-19 Notice #7.  The Bishop is loosening 
the restrictions on in-person worship and 
building closures that allow transition from 
Phase 1 to Phase 2 of Reimagining Life 
Together.  This means that IF a church’s plans 
for reopening have been approved by their 
district superintendent, and the plan is 
consistent with state and local public health 
guidance, THEN… the church may implement its 
plan to enter Phase 2.   

On a case-by-case (church-by-church) basis, 
district superintendents may approve local 
church plans for Phase 2 that include the 
following:  drive-in worship with no access to the 
church building; outdoor worship, with no access 
to the church building; and recording solo music 
performance for online worship, including singing 
and wind instruments, in the church sanctuary 
with precautionary measures. 

The “re-opening” process, Reimaging Life 
Together, for Greater NW United Methodist 
churches is a gradual and phased process.  
There are four phases.  Each church needs to 
develop a plan that conforms to the phases out 
lined in the Reimagining Life Together 
document.  Developing this plan is an involved, 
thoughtful, and detailed process.  We will also 
need to consider the State of Washington 
requirements for reopening religious and faith 
based organizations.  

I continue to work from home but do come up to 
the Chelan every 10-14 days to check-in and 
check-up on things.  I am preparing a weekly 
devotional for personal use.  I am emailing and 
mailing it out to folks you are our regular 
worshipers.  I sent the first one out prior to 
Sunday, June 7, 2020.  The Seven Rivers and 
Inland Districts are facilitating a Worship 
Cooperative for each Sunday in June, July, and 
August where one church will produce an online 
worship service available for all churches across 
Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho.  I am 
including the link to the weekly worship service 
when I email the weekly devotion.   Also, I am 
posting this link and Wenatchee First UMC’s 
online worship link to our Facebook page.   

 PASTOR’S REPORT 
By Karen Fisher 

JULY UPDATES  
by Julie Brown 

Friday, April 27 The W.C.T.U. will have a State-
County institure  ..sic. in our church. The 
program open at 10:30 . Wenatchee women are 
giving part of the program. Music will be 
furnished by Donna Varney and readings will be 
given.  At noon a covered dish luncheon will be 
enjoyed.  The public is invited.  

UMW Rummage Sale” This year’s sale has 
been postponed until 2021.  Please, if you have 
been collecting donations around your home, if 
you could store them until that time, it would 
be appreciated.  UMW’s storage space is 
extremely limited. 

Pastor Karen is Going to School: July 6-17, 
Pastor Karen will be a taking a course online, 
Introduction to Theology.  Her hope is to 
prepare ahead of time for any foreseeable 
church needs in order to focus solely on her 
work.  We wish her well in her homeschooling! 
 

UMC’s End Racism: There are many United 
Methodist resources you can access to stand 
for what is right.  John Wesley taught us to Do 
No Harm, Do Good, Stay in Love with God.  
These resources are United Methodists, just 
like you, striving to end harm done. 

https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/
advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-
against-racism 
 

Phone Calls:  If you have a question, need help 
or would just like to talk to someone other than 
your cat, Barb Polley would love to visit with 
you. She can be reached at 509 –888-2471 or 
509-679-2501 
 

Calendar Updates: The building is still closed 
to all groups, but the following are meeting 
remotely (via Zoom).  If you have any business 
that needs to be brought to their attention, 
feel free to reach out to a member. 

SPRC Tuesday, July 21st  

Admin Thursday, July 23rd 

(Article continues on Page 6) 

https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism


 

United Methodist Women    
RESPONSE magazine (the magazine of women in mission) March/April excerpts: 
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Greetings Pastors, Clergy, and Laity 
Lifestreams Newsletter Seven Rivers District  

Already, it is mid-June, Summer Solstice, officially the beginning of summer. 

 The summer when John and I first moved to Wenatchee was 2014 – the summer of the first 
firestorm in Okanogan County. I was assured the this was “not normal.” In the following summers, as 
fires once again raged, we began to speak of a “new normal” – one filled with fire and smoke. Last 
summer was beautiful, with few fires, but there is a high probability of fires this year because of the 
abundant undergrowth. 

 “New normal” is now being applied to these times of COVID 19. “New normal” is now becoming normal 
in so many ways. It is challenging our ability to be adaptive, pushing us far out of our comfort range. 

 One of the best tricks in becoming adaptive is to adopt the attitude of self-examination. What am I 
resisting when change is being imposed upon me? Why do I hold on to the old ways of being? What 
triggers and fears are arising in me? Are these fears valid anymore, or am I just reacting? What new 
skills must I learn to live into this new normal? How can I make this a better 
world for my children and grandchildren? 

 We do not have an option to return to old ways as our world changes around us. 
We can resist and become brittle and perhaps out of touch with reality – or we 
can learn to adjust and find new fresh ways to express the hope of Christ, the 
power of the Spirit, the love and grace of our God. 

 What will you and your church choose? Time will tell 

 Contact Info:  Rev. Joanne Coleman Campbell,  Seven River District Superintendent 
Phone: 509.720.4366  Email: 7riverds@greaternw.org 

 

United Methodist Women are in their 151st year of working in the world prioritizing the many concerns 
of women, children and youth.       Our national president Tara Barnes says "I pray for peace with the 
not-knowing (which is, after all, faith). And with my messy prayers  in this messy time, I know God is 
there." How ironic that the preceding quote was made about the church's 2020 General Conference. It 
certainly is applicable now as the pandemic continues. 
 

In 1965 a Scaritt Bible and Training School (now Scaritt Bennett Center) faculty member called the 
deaconess 'loving trouble-makers. She meant that they loved others enough to raise their voices and 
speak for those who are marginalized.    
 

The Bible study for March/April is Hagar's story which reminds us that God will not leave us alone in 
the wilderness.  Hagar was an Egyptian slave girl whose name means 'wanderer'. She lived many years as 
a woman who was rarely treated fairly.  Hagar's story tells us that God's promise will be fulfilled if we 
have faith.  
 

Joanna, Susanna and other women who traveled with Jesus provided for him with their own 
resources.  Like these early women today's United Methodist Women support projects around the 
world  through their Pledge to Mission monies. Donations are needed to keep their programs alive. UMW 
have continued to learn leadership skills, financial responsibility and about the world community.  
 

Partners in Ministry is a new UMW national mission institution. Deaconess Melba McCallum noticed how 
many students in her local community college were not ready for college courses. Melba began programs 
that would help students start earlier on a path to success.  One of the 4 emphasis programs for UMW 
is to stop the School to Prison Pipeline. United Methodist Women support 288 national and international 
projects and partners in 43 countries.  (continued Page 6) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001f2S0qMsSiv9R_MXfZcRISMOdVZRy7ivscOxvgR80BEUB_z5ugKDPTXw8_ed4X4ePdfVWnApGFNNG89JdhRgXtGLVBcupMU3KoalTbp0DzGgHTE04m2urdpHuaH1mLo7zyjDP8P5zsFBSUmRsIgxAXhjS5is9DDx6&c=OI7wu8QQ2vQkIo2zb3gO7LJVrbkpv1GQIoVDYbWqe6rsChyucz4rUg==&ch=xDgS2
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001f2S0qMsSiv9R_MXfZcRISMOdVZRy7ivscOxvgR80BEUB_z5ugKDPTXw8_ed4X4ePdfVWnApGFNNG89JdhRgXtGLVBcupMU3KoalTbp0DzGgHTE04m2urdpHuaH1mLo7zyjDP8P5zsFBSUmRsIgxAXhjS5is9DDx6&c=OI7wu8QQ2vQkIo2zb3gO7LJVrbkpv1GQIoVDYbWqe6rsChyucz4rUg==&ch=xDgS2


 

A Message from our Bishop 
Stanovsky on Juneteenth 2020 

The year to date operating report as of May 
31, 2020 continues to show positive result for 
the church as we live through the COVID-19 
pandemic.   
 

We began 2020 on a positive note as our 
cash position was strengthened by the 
distribution the 2019 earnings from our 
endowment account investments.  These 
earnings are designated to pay certain 
conference apportionments and operating 
expenses.  However, the YTD expenses are 
understated by $1,935.  May apportionments 
and insurance checks were prepared June 1, 
2020.  Those expenses will appear in June 
results. 
 

We are grateful for your continued support 
and faithful giving. 

LCUMC Operating Report  
January  1 to May 31, 2020 
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Finance Comments  

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

09 Eudell Hendrix 

09 Ray Bell 

28 Wyat Tilbury 

30 Ruth Edna Keys 

January 1 to May 31 2020   
Revenue   
   Contributions & Offerings      28,618.75  

   Mission Giving          491.23  

   Building Use          940.00  

   Memorials          230.00  

   Fundraisers   

Total Revenue   30,279.98  

Expenses   

   Staff Expenses      12,394.75  

   Apportionments & Offerings       3,894.08  

   Facility Expenses       8,848.99  

   Worship & Program          481.92  

   Professional Expenses          750.00  

   Office & Administrative          944.91  

Total Expenses   27,314.65  

Net Operating Revenue       2,965.33  
Other Income       5,505.57  

Other Expense        (924.71) 

Total Net Revenue      7,546.19  

To the People Called Methodist, 

BLACK LIVES MATTER 
BLACK VOTING RIGHTS MATTER 
BLACK VOICES MATTER 
Since George Floyd died beneath the crushing knee 
of a police officer, the cry for justice has been 
heard around the world, with new urgency. The cry 
and demand for racial justice can be found in the 
very origins of the Methodist movement, in John 
Wesley’s letter encouraging William 

Wilberforce to persevere in the seemingly hopeless 
battle against the “execrable villainy” of racial 
injustice embedded in the law and practice, trusting 
that, “if God be for you, who can be against you?” 

Nearly 230 years later, this villainy has not been 
rooted out, but embedded in systems that we mask 
with words. A new generation of activists for the 
just treatment of Black people joins generations 
who have fought for decades and centuries to put 
right what is so very wrong and corrosive of the 
principle that all are created equal. The struggle is 
long and hard, and many people who benefit from the 
injustice work to perpetuate the unequal, cruel and 
even lethal treatment of Black Americans. 

Today is celebrated as Juneteenth, remembered as 
the day emancipation of slaves was announced to the 
last state in the United States on June 19, 1865, 
following the Civil War. I pray that God continues in 
the midst of the struggle, with people in police 
departments, courtrooms, on the streets, in worship, 
attending funerals, behind prison bars. I pray that 
God is using the people called “Methodist” in our day 
to continue the struggle. 

May all who see the injustice, say what we see, 
share what we see and never “never be worn out by 
the opposition of men and devils” who stand against 
justice. God is with all who stand and speak and work 
for racial justice. 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen 
your weak knees, and make straight paths for your 
feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of 
joint, but rather be healed. Hebrews 12:12 

But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5: 24ews 12:12 



 

Arguably the most famous unmasking of a movie character came in the 1983’s “Star Wars: Return of the 
Jedi.” Do you remember how Luke Skywalker cradled his father, Darth Vader, as Vader was dying and took 
off that infamous helmet? Vader’s unmasking showed a much more vulnerable human being than the scary 
presence and voice of Darth Vader. 

Perhaps that’s why most of us prefer wearing our many layers of mental and metaphorical masks. We want 
that protection, however we’ve constructed it and projected it to those around us. Maybe that’s why COVID
-19 mask-wearing has become so controversial for too many. 

I don’t know anyone eager to wear the pandemic-induced mask. Maybe not enough people do, but a good 
many of us put up with those masks to protect others and ourselves. 

Yet in the midst of this very understandable need to mask ourselves, I’m here to affirm that 2020 is a time 
to UNMASK ourselves. Embrace the blessings and burdens that unmasking reveals! 

Authentic, courageous spiritual journeys always involve unmasking our false selves. Doing so helps us 
experience a vulnerable life-strength found only in the very act of unmasking. 

Besides, why do we need the layers of masks we’ve spent our lives putting on? One common human reason 
is to hide our spiritual pain, or the physical/emotional pain we live with. 

I so appreciate Fr. Richard Rohr’s awakening me to this truth-piece: “Spirituality in its best sense is about 
what you do with your pain.” One of his favorite reminders is that if we don’t transform our pain, we are 
bound to transmit it. It’s a centrifugal pain, shooting out at anyone, everyone. We can see examples of that 
just in these recent weeks. 

I suggest but two dramatic, headline-grabbing examples: the COVID-19 pandemic, and the tragic results of 
racism and its resulting racial injustice in recent weeks. The masks involved with the volatility of those 
experiences are complex, because the spiritual, physical and emotional pains are complex. 

Unmasked COVID-19 burdens may cause us to deny the virus’ realities or shout our likely unfounded fears 
about loss of personal liberties, or grieve the loss of loved ones and disconnect from vulnerable loved ones. 
Countless other burdens, too. 

Unmasked COVID-19 blessings may show tenderness toward/from other people, incredible step-up 
kindness and support for vulnerable persons, so much community graciousness. And much more. 

Unmasked racial injustice burdens include dismissiveness, disrespectfully angry attitudes of explicit and 
implicit racial bias, street violence camouflaged as “protest,” people with guns pretending to be “protectors” 
of their version of freedom. And so much more. 

Unmasked racial injustice blessings include healthier angry attitudes bending toward social change and 
personal transformation, peace-minded protesters marching and engaging public officials, more honest soul
-searching about personal racial attitudes. And so much more. 

Masks are the tools of play-actors, or “hypocrites.” Jesus famously called the religious Pharisees hypocrites 
because they corrupted righteousness while holding common people to a higher standard. We are all 
hypocrites, friends, religious or otherwise. Let’s unmask ourselves! 

The blessings of unmasking ourselves free us from some fears and pains those masks can protect us from 
admitting to ourselves or others. Many of us who wear the masks profess to follow Jesus. Some really make 
the effort. Some only play at it. 

Jesus didn’t play the victim like we’ve learned to play it. He wore no masks. His love for all persons offers 
healing of our pain and forgiveness that we couldn’t muster up ourselves. 

We still wear our masks. They burden our search for abundant love. The blessings of freedom from our 
fears are often still masked over. 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair for the Council on Older Adult Ministries for the Pacific Northwest 

As we use masks to stay safe, we should unmask our real spiritual selves 
By   GNW Communications     by Rev. Paul Graves     June 25, 2020 
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https://greaternw.org/news/author/gnwcomm/


 

 

Weekly Devotional  Available  July Scripture Readings  

Lake Chelan UMC purchased a business Zoom license.  The SPRC and Ad Council are meeting 
successfully via Zoom.  Those without computer access are using tablets, smart phones, or just calling 
into the meeting.  This is an asset that all church groups can use.  And an asset we can use as we 
develop our plan for a new “re-imagined” church.   I have completed the QuickBooks Online transition.  
I had to re-input all 2020 transactions and have reconciled them to the original records.  I have 
reconciled all of the bank statements through 5-31-2020 to QuickBooks Online.  AugustEdge has 
access to our new system. 
   

I participate in weekly ZOOM meetings with pastors and District Superintendents in Seven Rivers 
and the Inland districts; webinars with the Bishop; and monthly Zoom meetings with area United 
Methodist pastors.  I am also participating in a weekly book study with a clergy group.  We are 
reading White Fragility.  I will be taking a Course of Study class, Introduction to Theology, during 
the first half of July.  It is an online class using Zoom and another interactive participation platform.  
My availability will be limited during that time. 

Response UMW- Continued from page 2 

The March/April RESPONSE magazine has 
maps showing the outreach locations. There 
are 2 places in Washington state.  They are 
Atlantic Street Center and Tacoma Community 
House.   

 and traditions.  Although some of the girls 
were brought up by biased families  Isabella 
Thoburn College converts young minds to be 
accountable and responsible. Students are 
Hindu, Muslim and Christian. 
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A few words from the young!  

July 5, 2020  – Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 
58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:15-25a; & 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 12, 2020 – Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 
119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9,  
18-23 
July 19, 2020 – Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm 
139:1-12, 23-24; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 
13:24-30, 36-43 

July 26, 2020 – Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 
105:1-11, 45b; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 
13:31-33, 44-52 

A college drama group presented a play in 
which one character would stand on a trap 
door and announce, "I descend into hell!" 
 A stagehand below would then pull a rope, the 
trapdoor would spring, and the actor would 
drop from view. 

  

The play was well received. When the actor 
playing the part became ill, another actor who 
was quite overweight took his place.  When 
the new actor announced, "I descend into 
hell!" the stagehand pulled the rope, and the 
actor began his plunge, but became hopelessly 
stuck.  No amount of tugging on the rope 
could make him descend. 

  

One student in the balcony jumped up and 
yelled: "Hallelujah! Hell is full!" 

Don't miss our Livestream 
Service with Wenatchee First 
United Methodist Church 

Since we are not able to meet in person 
Pastor Karen has been providing weekly 
devotionals via email.  The devotional is 
available as a Word document and as a PDF 
document.  Both versions are attached to 
the email you receive on Saturday.  
If you would like to receive the weekly 
devotional  information contact Pastor 
Karen at  via email at pastorlcumc@nwi.net . 
You will also receive the information for the 
livestream service being offered by the 
Wenatchee First UMC . The service is held 
Sunday at 10:00 AM 

Pastors Report Continued from page 2 

https://firstumchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01a3df0abd04aba15ab650d6c&id=dd34893555&e=6c113bf937
https://firstumchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01a3df0abd04aba15ab650d6c&id=dd34893555&e=6c113bf937
https://firstumchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01a3df0abd04aba15ab650d6c&id=dd34893555&e=6c113bf937
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Updated 



 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   
Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 
PHONE 

509-682-2241  
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net    

  
Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 
Church Hours:  

Tuesday & Wednesday 
Secretary: Julie Brown 

  

Website: lakechelanumc.com 
 

 

Lake Chelan United 
Methodist Church 

 Dan - upcoming hip replacement 
surgery on Aug. 3 

Mary Lou (Barb’s sister)- hip 
surgery & cataract surgery   

Larry-vision issue 

Susan-recovering from shingles 

Prayers for all who are lonely; all 
who are ill; all who are grieving; 
and for all who suffer  
 

If you have a prayer concern 
please contact Pastor Karen.  
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher  

“Celebrating 127 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 


