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A monthly message from the Lake Chelan United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 128 years of service to the Lake Chelan Valley 

August 2020 Ponderings 

Another month has passed.  It seems that our 
situation hasn’t changed much.  We are still living in a 
different reality influenced by COVID-19.  Waiting, 
still waiting, living in limbo.  With the recent increase 
in the infection rate of the coronavirus, we can expect 
to continue on, living in limbo.  Living in this new reality 
that is all about change. 

We are creatures of habit.  We crave routine.  We 
find comfort in our routines and habits.  As a result, we resist change 
because it disrupts us and may cause discomfort or inconvenience to us.  
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines habit as a settled tendency or 
usual manner of behavior; custom;  practice.  A routine is defined as a 
habit or established procedure. 

Back in March, we anticipated that COVID-19 would be a temporary 
disruption to our local church routines.  Nearly 5 months later, we know 
that this is not just a temporary disruption.  As a result, we have created 
new practices for “worship” and “fellowship”.   And we will continue to 
adapt our practices to meet the changing needs of our community. 

We have learned that church can exist beyond its established routines 
and habits.  The church can adapt, and its people can adapt.  We have all 
heard this saying, “the church is not a building it is the people”.   Our 
“Reimaging Life Together” plan challenges us to look closely at our old 
customs, routines, and habits.  To consider what still fits and what we 
should let go of.  

As I ponder this deep look within the church, I wonder if each one of us 
should peer closely within, at our own “settled tendencies, usual manners 
of behavior, practices and routines”.   After all, we are creatures of habit 
and we don’t like disruptions, discomforts and inconveniences.  However, as 
proclaimed followers of Jesus, we called into the places of disruption, 
discomfort and inconvenience that will challenge our deeply held thoughts 
and beliefs.  Let’s use this time of change to dig deeper.   

There is a lot going on right now.  There is a lot of noise.  A lot of voices 
shouting to be heard.  Beneath the noise is a river of silence from those 
who are not comfortable speaking up.  This is a tender time.  What does it 
mean to be Christian in this time?  And what does it mean to witness the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the world?  Especially now? 
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Pastoral Ponderings: Continued from page 1 

These are questions that we should ask ourselves again and again as we interact with others near and 
far.  We may not think that our words or our silence make much difference in the world.  But they do, 
just like the movement of the air that we breath in and exhale back into the world.  We know fear 
begets fear, hate begets hate, violence begets violence.  And we also know what love can do.  Love 
overcomes fear, hate and violence.  Only love has the power to truly change the world.  Only love. 

Be gentle with one another.  And be gentle with everyone you interact with.  Let’s model kindness.  
Let’s model the love of Jesus Christ.  This is what God calls us to.  This is our responsibility, to love 
unconditionally. 

Pastor Karen 

SPRC-Chair  Barb Polley,  

SPRC met on Tuesday the 21st of July.  We 
heard about Pastor Karen's class and she 
will be taking another one from August 3rd
-15th.  These classes are helping her on her 
journey to improve her qualifications for 
being a Pastor.  She will take her vacation 
time in the fall. We had a lengthy 
discussion about the work we need to do to 
reopen the church.  We are a long ways out 
from Phase 4 where we can safely open, 
but  there are things we can do now to be 
ready.  We will start working on drafting 
some agreements that we will need to  have 
with the groups that use our building, 
figuring the safe capacity for each room 
and signage the will need to be posted 
around the church. Our final item of 
discussion was around the Newsletter, that 
will be coming out the end of the month. 

Trustees: 
Other than doing an outstanding job 
keeping the grounds looking beautiful the 
Trustees have noting to report.   
 

Committee meetings for August 

SPRC Tues (11th) 9:00am 
Trustees Wed (19th) 3:30pm 
Admin Wed (19th) 6:30pm   

 ADMIN BOARD  REPORT 
Pastor’s Report 

  Pastor Karen  Studying online 

We are doing preliminary work on our Reimaging 
Life Together plan.  This is part of the “re-
opening” process for Greater NW United 
Methodist churches.  It is a gradual and phased 
process.  There are four phases.  Each church 
needs to develop a plan that conforms to the 
phases out lined in the Reimagining Life Together 
document. 
 

I continue to work from home but do come up to 
the Chelan every 10-14 days to check-in and 
check-up on things.  I am preparing a weekly 
devotional and emailing and mailing it out.  I sent 
the first one out prior to Sunday, June 7, 2020.  
We are receiving positive feedback on this 
weekly devotional.  I am continuing to provide 
links to the online worship services with the 
weekly devotion email.   Also, I am posting the 
online worship links to our Facebook page each 
week. 
   

I continue to participate in weekly ZOOM 
meetings with pastors and District 
Superintendents in Seven Rivers and the Inland 
districts; webinars with the Bishop; and monthly 
Zoom meetings with area United Methodist 
pastors.  I am also participating in a weekly book 
study with a clergy group that is reading White 
Fragility. 
 

I completed an online Course of Study class, 
Introduction to Theology, during the first half of 
July. I will be taking another online Course of 
Study class during the first half of August.  The 
course is Transformative Leadership.  My 
availability will be limited during the time I’m 
taking the class. 
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What Have We Been Doing!  Catching Up  

What has everyone been doing during the last four months of the COVID19 pandemic?  We thought we 
would get a little information to share with the church family to keep us all connected! 
 

Ray and Jean Bell are staying home where they are cozy, safe and doing well with help from their 
daughter Chris. 

 

Kathy and Larry Seureau have been at home, at doctor appointments and buying groceries.  They 
are hoping for some ripe tomatoes soon! 

 
 

Vicki Carr is busy at home, staying well and cool in her condo. 
 
Ruth and Eudell Hendrix have been enjoying taking some scenic drives around our area to pass the 

time. 
 

Patty Risley is doing well by staying home and staying safe with help from her daughter Jill.  She 
plays solitaire and is nurturing her tomato plants that have been waiting for this hot weather! 

 
 

Cal Vaughn is busy picking apricots and finding homes for them, while Shirley is at the store, which 
has been very busy. 

 

Dan Smith is anxiously awaiting his hip surgery scheduled for August 3rd. He passing the time with 
his favorite hobby of bird watching. 

 

Char Garton you may see out early in the morning getting her walk in before it is too hot!  They are 
staying home and safe. 

 

Wayne Closson was off work for only a short time and has been staying busy keeping up the 
inventory for Campbell’s Restaurant. When not at work he is safe at home. 

 

Susan McKinnon has been keeping her yard beautiful, got to visit her daughter and family in Idaho, 
and takes care of the mail and finances for the church.  She stays busy! 

 

Steve Ensley says he is healthy and busy!  He’s trying to figure out how to set his new digital SLR 
camera up with his new computer so he can get those great pictures of birds!  He’s also taking 
time to work with one of his ESL students with self help work sheets and hoping that we can get 
back to church sometime in the future!  (Don’t we all.) 

 

Helen Closson is staying home and staying safe. She always can find something to keep her mind 
busy!  She has been back to work for about a month now making sure the Campbell’s kitchen runs 
smoothly! 

 

John Olson has been working hard as one of our City Councilmen.  Covid19 has brought challenges 
for our small community and we are thankful to have good people to help solve those problems!  
He is also back to work with Rerun’s where business has been brisk. 

 

Barb Polley is doing crossword puzzles, reading books and walking regularly. She has gone back to 
helping out at the Food Bank one day a week and tries to get a swim in on these hot days. 

 

Jack Rose is well taken care of at Heritage Heights and staying safe.  He enjoys his panoramic view 
of Chelan and the lake. He welcomes phone calls! 

 

Bill Renn has been busy in his garden and his back is feeling better. He is even getting the boat in 
the water. They have had family visiting in small groups, but have stayed home except to get 
groceries once a week. They went up to the golf course to swing a club and see how it felt and 
might even go up to play a round. Linda sounded really good and happy. They miss everyone and 
send their hellos! 

 

Mary Ann Warren is busy with all her various volunteer projects and is seeing a lot more of her 
kids this summer since they are working from home and now consider the cabin home.  

 

Chuck and Sharon Podlich have sold their home and are getting ready to build a smaller retirement 
home.   

 

A big thank you to Barb Polley for contacting everyone and finding out how they are doing.  It will 
be so nice to have coffee hours again someday so we can catch up in person.  



 

Finance Comments  

Annual Conference Update 

We are excited to share our 2019 Annual 
Report with you!  

 

We hope our 2019 Annual Report will leave you 
feeling inspired and optimistic, illuminating the 
ways that our community has supported our 
youth prior to and throughout this Pandemic.  
During these ever changing times, one thing 
remains the same...Thrive Chelan Valley 
continues to provide dynamic and life-changing 
programming to our valley's youth on a daily 
basis. 
 

While this report reflects on a year that has 
passed, our volunteers and supporters continue 
rallying to innovatively serve our youth in 2020: 
 

• Cares Team ramped up our Food2Schools 
program, providing weekend meals for any 
Chelan or Manson student in need, averaging 
over 300 bags per week and serving over 4,500 
meals since March 15 

• Thrive Mentors used technology to continue 
providing encouragement and support to 
mentees 

• Volunteer Grandpas, unable to visit 
students in physical classrooms, began 
recording stories, joining class Zoom meetings, 
and sending cards and emails to lift spirits  
Teen Center Volunteers connected with teen 
members individually, became “needs 
detectives” and advocated for critical supports 
Thanks to your support, we'll continue meeting 
basic needs, mentoring youth, and supporting 
teens at our Teen Center when it’s safe open 
again. We’ve been committed to serving our 
local youth for over 20 years and feel the 
best is yet to come! 

 

Your investment of time, resources and dollars 
ensure that our youth continue to feel 
empowered, served and advocated for, both now 
and well into the future.  
 

Note: While this program has not been using the 
church on Friday and Saturday evenings they have 
been busy providing lunches and helping kids.  

LCUMC Operating Report  
January  1 to July 30, 2020 
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Thrive Annual 2019 Report   

Revenue  
   Contributions & Offerings    32,283.75  

   Mission Giving          491.23  

   Building Use         940.00  
   Memorials         230.00  
   Fundraisers  

Total Revenue  33,944.98  

Expenses  

   Staff Expenses     14,546.65  

   Apportionments & Offerings       5,760.12  

   Facility Expenses     11,406.59  

   Worship & Program          481.92  

   Professional Expenses         900.00  

   Office & Administrative       1,170.26  

Total Expenses  34,265.54  

Net Operating Revenue     (320.56) 

Other Income    5,505.57  

Other Expense        (924.71) 

Total Net Revenue   4,260.30  

The year to date operating report as of June 
30, 2020 shows stable operating results for the 
church as we live through the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  The distribution of earnings from our 
endowment accounts at the beginning of the 
year helped considerably.  Year to date reve-
nues, from offerings and tithes, are on budget 
for the year.  Our year to date expenses are be-
low budget for the year. 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky announced dates 
for the 2020 Sessions of the Alaska, Oregon-
Idaho, and Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference, with participants meeting remotely 
online in September. The sessions will be 
livestreamed with no registration required for 
“guests” of the conference.  

• The Oregon-Idaho Conference will meet 
2:30-4:30 and 6-8 p.m., PT, 3:30-5:30 and 7-
9 p.m., MT, on Wednesday, September 16, 
2020. 

• The Pacific Northwest Conference will meet 
3:30-5:30 and 7-9 p.m. PT, Thursday, 

September 17, 2020. 



 

 

  We offer our prayers to all who are grieving 
especially the family of Jesse O’Neal, the family of 
Ernie Robison, and the family of Christina Marie 
Criscuolo.   

Prayers of healing for Dan Smith, Mike (Barb’s 
cousin), Larry Seureau, and Frank (Linda M.’s 
father).   

In Memory of Jesse O’Neal A Bit of History   
Quotes from LCUMC Bulletins. February 26, 1956 

 What to Give 
“The best thing to give to your enemy is 

forgiveness: to an opponent, tolerance: to a 
friend, your heart; to your child, a good 
example; to a father, reverence; to your 

mother, conduct that will make her proud of 
you; to yourself respect; to all men charity. 

THE ESSENCE OF GENEROSITY IS IN SELF 

SACRIFICE.  
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Children’s letters to God  

 

On June 24th Jesse O’Neal celebrated her 94th 
birthday.  On July 6th she passed away 
peacefully at home. This was not related to the 
Covid 19 pandemic, it was just her time.  Jessie 
and her husband Toad, who passed away 10 years 
ago, were long time members of Lake Chelan 
UMC. They spent time and care to the nurturing 
and legacy of this church. Jessie was a friend to 
everyone with her warm smile, easy laugh and 
kind ways.  She will be missed, but lovingly 
remembered by all who knew her.   

Dear God, 
Did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or 
was it an accident? 
Norma 

  

Dear God, 
Instead of letting people die and having to make 
new ones, why don't you just keep the ones you 
have now? 
Jane 

  

Dear God, 
I went to this wedding and they kissed right in 
church. Is that okay? 
Neil 

  

Dear God, 
Thank you for my baby brother, but what I 
prayed for was a puppy. 
Joyce 

  

Dear God, 
It rained for our whole vacation and is my 
father mad! He said some things about You that 
people are not supposed to say, but I hope You 
will not hurt him anyway. 
Your friend (but I am not going to tell You who 
I am) 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

08 John Olson 

09 Jack Rose 

26 Kai Kelley  



 

 Lawson: Black Lives Matter a religious movement 
By Kathy L. Gilbert 

July 23, 2020 | UM News 
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The Rev. James Lawson says the Black Lives Matter movement is the most important non-
violent campaign since the civil rights movement. 2016 File photo by Mike DuBose, UM 
News. 
 
As a young man, the Rev. James Lawson was chosen by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. to 
train young civil rights peacemakers to fight racism with love and respect — to step into the 
fray and say, “I follow Jesus.” That was a powerful mantra that I learned in the Methodist 
Youth Movement in the ’40s and ’50s,” said Lawson, a United Methodist elder who is now 
91. 

  

Lawson’s life work has been to create a nonviolent nation. He said some historians call the civil rights movement a Black 
church movement because the Black church was the only place where members of the movement could meet safe-
ly. Many of the mass meetings were a modification of a worship service, a religious meeting,” he said. Watching the 
Black Lives Matter campaign today, Lawson said this movement is the most important nonviolent campaign since the 
movement in the 1960s that he and the late John Lewis and C.T. Vivian helped lead. .As a student of nonviolence and 
history, this past spring I have said the 21st century has a chance to have movements like this one. To be far larger and 

more dynamic than anything we did in 20th century.” 
 

People walk in support of the Black Lives Matter movement during a June 4 march in Nash-

ville, Tenn. The Rev. James Lawson says he has watched the movement growing as people 

have gathered in 700 cities to speak the names of people killed by police. File photo by Kath-

leen Barry, UM News. 

Lawson still teaches nonviolence at the University of California, Los Angeles and at California State University in 

Northridge. He lives in Los Angeles, where he is pastor emeritus of Holman United Methodist Church. Lawson has 

watched the movement growing as people have gathered in 700 cities to speak the names of people killed by police. 

The network is offering the nation something unique, he said. They have organized around the grief and offered a minis-

try to the families of the Black men and women who have been shot and killed by police. They have helped those fami-

lies to grieve, helped them to be empowered — to not let the murder, the execution of their child, go quietly away.” 

 He calls it a modern religious movement. 

Now Trayvon Martin’s father and mother are involved with George Floyd’s family. They have surrounded almost every 

family with a ministry of healing.” The movement is giving a voice and addressing the pain of the families, helping them 

to turn over their grief to God and to stand up as a family, Lawson said. The movement and families are saying, “This is 

not God’s will. To me that is astounding and it is happening in our society today,” he added. “In public life you have a 

movement that is trying to be a minister to the families and therefore to the nation. Look at that network, they are helping 

them to heal all over the country.” 

People gather in the courtyard of McKendree United Methodist Church in Nashville, Tenn., dur-

ing a June 4 prayer vigil to grieve and remember people lost to acts of racism. They are hold-

ing signs in honor of victims of racial violence. File photo by Mike DuBose, UM News. 

Calling this movement a protest is focusing on the wrong word, he said. The media doesn’t see 
it, they don’t study the people. “Protest is such a bad term because all those marches and 
walks are calling the U.S. to a new way of life. 
 

“The movement is calling for the dismantling of the old forms of racist violence that we have taken for granted and re-
placing them with new forms of kinship that will allow us to be a far stronger nation and better people. Repent of the sin 
and take on new life, that is a Christian and religious mantra. “Break down sin, repent and discover new life in the pro-
cess. The great story that is lasting and eternal. We churches need to see that story.” 
 
Gilbert is a news writer for United Methodist News, contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umnews.org. To read 
more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free Daily or Weekly Digests  

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/lawson-black-lives-matter-shows-need-for-change
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/lewis-vivian-proved-faith-can-change-a-nation
mailto:newsdesk@umnews.org
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/umnews-subscriptions


 

MORE FROM RESPONSE UMW magazine MAY/JUNE    
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MISSION PARTNERS 

One of the 90 plus mission partners of United Methodist Women is our own Tacoma Community 
House.  TCH now occupies a new 24,000 square foot home. The grand opening was the fall of 2019 
which followed 5 years of planning and construction. During the 109 years of it's existence TCH has 
welcomed clients from over 120 countries. These clients were served by the 4 core programs of 
Immigration, Education,  Employment and Client Advocacy. Some of the statistics for 2019 are:  

3,113 clients with 59% in the 25 to 54 age range 

73% of the clients were low income 

220 became US citizens after becoming Lawful Permanent Residents 

425 volunteers gave 13,042 hours 

595 students enrolled in education programs 

481 of the students were in English language levels 1-6 

264 volunteer tutors gave 2,492 hours to 3 local schools 

526 legal assistance cases were served 

Through English classes, Adult basic education/GED Prep classes, Transportation and other basic 
needs while job hunting,  Expert immigration and citizenship support and Relocation expenses for 
domestic violence survivors many clients are shown love. 

The content for this issue was planned in late February with printing to begin in early April.  As we 
know, things changed rapidly.  Editor Tara Barnes says that some updates were included in the 
original articles. This RESPONSE magazine did not focus on COVID-19. As editor she wanted us to 
remember how we are connected to one another and God. She says "I look forward to the joy we'll 
feel when we can be together in person again". 

   The Bible study centered on Mark 2:21-22, which is about wine and wine skins. In Mark 2 we are 
reminded how Jesus and his disciples showed new ways of being holy. Things do not have to be done 
like they were done before. There will be new ideas and new challenges.  We must listen for 
direction. 

    One of the exhibits in the Experience Hall at the 2018 UMW Assembly in Ohio centered on " a 
living wage for all". Two articles speak to the disparities  in wages among workers.  One article shows 
how to build a scale so we can physically see how income and expenses compare. Low income earners 
are most vulnerable. The second article addresses how the lack of paid sick leave can effect us all. 
Sometimes food service workers must report to work even if they are ill or be fired. With only 12 
states requiring paid sick leave, many workers lose a month's worth of groceries if 3.5 days are 
missed through illness. 

   Paul Jeffrey 's article is on Okinawa's long struggle with military occupation. Hundreds of 
thousands Okinawans have been killed by various forces in it's long history. Women have been 
treated horribly,  either abused and/or murdered. Few records exist of the number of women 
involved. Disturbing events are listed that show how the Okinawans were brutalized. 

    The spiritual growth study for Mission U in 2020 is "Finding Peace in an Anxious World ". This 
topic was planned well before recent events but isn't it timely. The book's editor, Erin James-Brown 
tells how she experienced anxiety and found help as she was working on the book. One of the 
contributors to the book is Christian Coon. She explains how listening to God, as Samuel was 
instructed to do by Eli, is a way to ease anxieties.  Ways to adapt this study and the other studies 
are being planned. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 

Plans for the District and Conference UMW annual meetings are still being made. Ways to access the 
meetings via Zoom, etc. will be published at a later date  



 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Lake Chelan UMC 

PO Box 1236   
Chelan, Washington 98816 

206 N Emerson St 
PHONE 

509-682-2241  
e-mail: Lakechelanumc@nwi.net    

  
Pastor: Karen Fisher 

509-860-1377 
   

Secretary: Julie Brown 
  

Website: lakechelanumc.com 
 

 
Lake Chelan United Methodist 

Church 
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LAKE CHELAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PO Box 1236, Chelan, WA 98816-9709 

Pastor Karen Fisher  

“Celebrating 127 Years Serving the Lake Chelan Valley” 

Scripture Readings – for August 
 

August 2, 2020  – Genesis 32:22-31; 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 
14:13-21 
 

August 9, 2020 – Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Romans 10:5-15; 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 16, 2020 – Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 
133; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:
(10-20), 21-28 
 

August 23, 2020 – Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 
124; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 
 

August 30,2020 –  Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 
105:1-6, 23-26, 45c; Romans 12:9-21; Mat-
thew 16:21-28 


